
ANNUAL REPORT OF THE COUNCIL FOR THE YEAR ENDED
31 DECEMBER 2015
1. CONSTITUTION AND AIMS. The British Archaeological Association is a registered company limited by guarantee (no. 2747476) and a registered charity (no. 1014821). It is concerned to promote and further the study of archaeology and the preservation of antiquities, to carry out and encourage research into art, architecture and antiquities, and to publish material in furtherance of its activities. The Association organises an annual lecture programme, conference and study days, and publishes an annual Journal in addition to the Transactions of its conferences. 

2. GOVERNING BODY. The Officers and Members of the Council are the Board of Directors of the Limited Company and the Trustees of the Charity. The Officers and Members of Council during 2014 were as follows. 
President: 
Richard Halsey, M.B.E., B.A., F.S.A.
Vice-Presidents: 
     Past Presidents:
Sir David Wilson, M.A., Litt.D., Fil.Dr., Dr Phil., F.B.A., F.S.A., F.R.Hist.S. (1963-68) 

Professor Peter Kidson, M.A., Ph.D., F.S.A. (1980-82) 

Richard D.H. Gem, O.B.E., M.A., Ph.D., F.S.A. (1983-89) 

Laurence J. Keen, O.B.E., M.Phil., F.S.A., F.R.Hist.S., M.I.F.A. (1989-2004)

Nicola Coldstream, M.A., Ph.D., F.S.A. (2004-07)

Peter Draper, F.S.A. (2007-10)

Professor Lindy Grant, M.A., Ph.D., F.S.A., F.R.Hist.S. (2010-13)
  Elected:
Sarah Brown, M.A., F.S.A., F.R.Hist.S.

John Cherry, M.A., F.S.A., F.R.Hist.S.

Professor Paul Crossley, Ph.D., F.S.A.

Brian K. Davison, O.B.E., B.A., F.S.A., M.I.F.A.

Professor Eric Fernie, C.B.E., B.A., F.B.A., F.S.A., F.R.S.E. 

William Filmer-Sankey, M.A., D.Phil., M.C.I.f.A., F.S.A. 

Michael F. Flint, F.S.A. 

Rev’d Martin Henig, M.A., D.PhiI., D.Litt., F.S.A.  

Julian Luxford, M.A., Ph.D., F.S.A., F.R.Hist.S.

Kenneth S. Painter, M.A., F.S.A.

Glenys Phillips, M.A., F.R.C.A.
Honorary Director: 
Linda Monckton, B.A., Ph.D., F.S.A.
Honorary Secretary:
John McNeill, M.A., F.S.A., F.R.Hist.S.
Honorary Assistant Secretary: 
Simon Kirsop, B.A.
Honorary Treasurer: 
John Dunlop, B.A., F.C.M.A. (to 7 October)

Christopher Paterson, M.A. (from 7 October)
Honorary Membership Secretary: 
      Ann E Hignell, B.Sc., B.A., M.A.
Honorary Editor:
Zoë Opacič, B.A., M.A., Ph.D., F.S.A.
Honorary Reviews Editor: 
Lucy Donkin, M.A., Ph.D.
Honorary Transactions Editor:
Alixe Bovey, M.A., Ph.D, F.S.A. (to 7 October)

Helen Lunnon, B.A., M.A., Ph.D., F.S.A. (from 7 October)
Honorary Ed. Electronic Publications
Alexandrina Buchanan, M.A., Ph.D., F.S.A.
Honorary Conference Secretary:
Andrew Budge, B.Sc., B.A., M.St. (to 7 October)


Catherine Milburn, B.A., M.A. (from 7 October)
Honorary Study Days Organiser:
Helen Lunnon, B.A., M.A., Ph.D. (to 7 October)

Lloyd de Beer, B.A., M.A. (from 7 October)
Honorary Publicity Officer: 
Richard Plant, B.A., Ph.D.
Honorary Web Officer:
Karen Impey, M.A.
Honorary Student Representative:
Emma Rogers M.A.
Council Members:


Lloyd de Beer, B.A., M.A. (to 7 October)


Jessica Berenbeim, M.A., Ph.D. (from 7 October)

Steven Brindle, M.A., D. Phil., F.S.A.

Gabriel Byng, B.A., M.A., Ph.D. (from 7 October)

James Cameron, B.A., M.A., Ph.D. (from 7 October)

Jon Cannon, B.A., M.A. (to 7 October)

Michael Carter, B.A., M.A., Ph.D., F.S.A. (from 7 October)

Professor Philip Dixon, Ph.D., F.S.A. (to 7 October)

Emily Guerry, M.A., Ph.D.

Jackie Hall, M.A., Ph.D., M.I.F.A.

James King, B.A., M.A., F.S.A. (to 7 October)

Rob Liddiard, B.A., Ph.D., F.S.A.

Gabor Thomas, B.A., M.A., Ph.D., F.S.A. (to 7 October)

Christabel Watson, B.A., M.A.
The Council met on 4 February, 6 May, 7 October and 2 December. The AGM was held on 7 October. 
3. MEMBERSHIP The membership at 31 December, 2015 was as follows 

2015 
2014 
Ordinary members: 
228 
218 
Retired members: 
173 
172
Student members: 
70 
64 
Life members: 
52
54
Joint members:
13
12
Institutional members: 
192 
192 

728 
712 
Of the individual members 336 are also guarantors of the incorporated Company. The modest rise in membership over this last year is encouraging, and the Council remains committed to trying to increase the numbers involved in the Association’s activities.
4. ACTIVITIES DURING 2015. The following lectures were held in the rooms of the Society of Antiquaries from January to May and from October to December. 
7 January 2015: 
‘Auxerre’s Choir and the Question of Regional Gothic Architecture in France’ by Dr Alexandra Gajewski. 
4 February 2015: 
George Zarnecki Memorial Lecture. 'The Cloister in Anglo-Norman England' by John McNeill.
4 March 2015: 
'The Medieval Buildings of the Holy Cross Guild, Stratford-upon-Avon’ by Dr Kate Giles.
1 April 2015: 
‘Britain’s Atlantic Wall? The Landscape of Coastal Defence during the Second World War’ by Dr Rob Liddiard.
6 May 2015: 
'Places of Power and the Making of Anglo-Saxon Kingdoms: New Archaeological Perspectives from Lyminge, Kent' by Dr Gabor Thomas. 
7 October 2015: 
‘Southwell Minster’s Choir: A Gothic Vision of Archbishop Walter de Gray’, by Dr Jeffrey Miller. 
4 November 2015: 
‘The Charles Bridge, Peter Parler and the First Bohemian Net Vault’, by Dr Jana Gajdosova. 
2 December 2015: 
‘Why does Architectural Style Change? An Exploration using Fourteenth-Century Collegiate Churches’, by Andrew Budge
A Twelfth-Night Party was held after the 7 January lecture, a drinks reception was held after the George Zarnecki Memorial lecture on 4 February, and the President hosted a reception after the 6 May lecture.
The 2015 conference was held in Peterborough between 10 and 14 July. Organised around the theme ‘The Architecture, Art and Archaeology of Peterborough Cathedral and the Soke of Peterborough’, it was attended by 115 members and guests, while the Association awarded 8 scholarships to students covering the full costs of the conference and accommodation. A total of 23 papers were read in the John Clare Theatre above Peterborough’s Central Library. In the late afternoon of the Friday the conference enjoyed a visit to Flag Fen, where the President’s reception was held. On the Saturday afternoon all speakers and attendees then enjoyed their first visit to the cathedral, splitting into groups so as to visit the roofs, galleries and Anglo-Saxon foundations, as well as enjoying a more general tour of the building. The Sunday was entirely devoted to visits, enabling the conference to visit Thorpe Hall, Longthorpe Tower, Castor, Barnack, elements of the former quarries at Barnack, Peakirk, Northborough (manor and church), and Wothorpe Towers. There was also a final round of visits on the Monday afternoon which concentrated on the cathedral precincts. The Association was honoured with a memorable evening drinks party at Wothorpe Towers, at the generous behest of Paul and Janet Griffin, and a reception at the deanery in Peterborough on the Tuesday to mark the publication of Conservation and Discovery: Peterborough Nave Ceiling and Related Structures, as edited by Jackie Hall and Susan Wright. For this we are immensely grateful to the dean, the Very Reverend Charles Taylor, whose unstinting hospitality extended to first hosting a reception in the deanery and then taking the Association across the precinct to dinner in the Cathedral New Building.  The President was in attendance throughout the conference, introducing proceedings and offering eloquent thanks to our various hosts.
The Association wishes to record its gratitude to all those who assisted in the smooth running of the Conference, and in addition to those who read papers at the formal sessions would like to thank the site speakers, without whom the site visits would have much the poorer. Much the greatest burden was shared by Ron Baxter, Claudia Marx and Jackie Hall, and their carefully orchestrated triple act formed the essential, and enlightening, core around which a constellation of single-site speakers revolved. These latter included Julian Limentani, Richard Gem, Richard Halsey, Rebecca Casa-Hatton, Jim Daley, Zachary Taylor, Jenny Alexander, Colin Prosser, Stephen Upex, Sarah Wilson, Stuart Orme, John McNeill, Nick Hill, Mansell Duckett and John Goodall, to all of whom the Association offers thanks
Ultimately there are many individuals without whom the conference would have been much the poorer, but without the industry and resourcefulness of the Conference team there would have been no conference. The Association is enormously grateful to the convenors – Ron Baxter, Claudia Marx and Jackie Hall - and to Andrew Budge, who started as Conference Secretary, but deftly took on additional roles as the conference developed, in making this such a successful event. In the year before the conference Jackie Hall fell ill, and that she recovered in time to stand before the conference and confide in us some of her immense knowledge of Peterborough Cathedral was a delight. We owe a great debt to all four.
Preparations for the Paris Conference, to be held in July, 2016 are well in hand.
Some time ago the Association also launched a series of study days with the aim of encouraging students to engage with the methods and approaches employed by specialists in particular areas of the history of art, architecture and archaeology. Two further study days were organised over the course of the year. On 2nd May, the Association visited Castle Acre, treating members to an enthralling combination of site history, above-ground archaeology, and imaginative reconstruction. It was arranged as a mini-conference with Sandy Heslop speaking on the castle, Helen Lunnon speaking on the parish church of St James, and Edward Impey, Jill Franklin, John McNeill, Jeremy Ashbee and Rob Liddiard speaking at the priory. Helen Lunnon organised the day, which was attended by 28 members and students, 11 of whom were awarded scholarships. We are, as ever, indebted to those scholars who are prepared to give their time to run these days, and warmly thank everyone for their generosity and expertise.  The Autumn study day was held on 26 November and focused on medieval textiles. It was divided between the Clothworkers Centre at Blythe House, London, and the Victoria & Albert Museum. The day was put together by Lloyd de Beer and Emma Rogers, and gave 20 members and students the opportunity a hands-on opportunity to study medieval textiles at close quarters. The BAA is most grateful to Emma Rogers and Glyn Davies for their help in organizing the day.
Two further study days are planned for 2016; a day dedicated to Abergavenny in May, and a day in the Autumn at a venue yet to be decided. 
The Association is represented on the Council for British Archaeology by David Stocker, and on the Committee for the British Archaeological Awards by Richard Halsey. Laurence Keen represents the Association on The Standing Conference on Portable Antiquities. 
The members of the Association continue to enjoy the privilege of reading in the library of the Society of Antiquaries. The reciprocal arrangement whereby the Association and the Royal Archaeological Institute allow attendance at each other’s lectures also continues. 
5. PUBLICATIONS. The Journal of the British Archaeological Association for 2015 (Volume 168) included articles on the Romanesque portal as Performance, the effects of the Dissolution on Cistercian monasteries in northern England, and Madonna tabernacles in Scandinavia. During the year two volumes in the Conference Transactions series were also published. The first was Norwich: Medieval and Early Modern Art, Architecture and Archaeology, edited by Sandy Heslop and Helen Lunnon, and the Association is extremely grateful to both editors for bringing these volumes to fruition. However, such was the scale of the Westminster Transactions that it was decided to produce these transactions in two volumes – Westminster I: The Art, Architecture and Archaeology of the Royal Abbey and Westminster II: The Art, Architecture and Archaeology of the Royal Palace. Both volumes were edited by Warwick Rodwell and Tim Tatton-Brown, and the Association is similarly grateful to these editors for their efforts in successfully bringing the volumes to publication. In what proved something of an annus mirabilis for the Association’s publishing programme, the second in the Romanesque Conference Transactions series was also published – Romanesque and the Mediterranean: Points of Contact across the Latin, Greek and Islamic Worlds c. 1000 to c.1250, edited by Rosa Maria Bacile and John McNeill. The Association also wishes to thank these two editors for their contribution to what is becoming a notable series in its own right.
6. THE OCHS SCHOLARSHIP. The Ochs Scholarship, set up with a generous bequest from Miss Maud Lilian Ochs, is intended to enable students and other scholars to complete theses and research projects. The Council was delighted to award the first scholarships in May, 1995. From the nineteen applications received for the 2015 scholarship two awards were made:
Mahood, Harriet
The Medieval Ecclesiastical Gatehouse: Design, Function and Context



Reading University, Ph.D Thesis. (£3,500)

Swarbrick, Lizzie
The Art and Architecture of the Collegiate Churches of Medieval Scotland c.1248 to c.1560



University of St Andrews, Ph.D Thesis. (£3.500)
All but six of the forty-five 1995-2015 scholars have now completed their theses or research projects - three of them current and three abandoned. Advertisements for the 2016 scholarships were circulated in late 2015. 
7. FUTURE CONFERENCES. The Council has agreed on a provisional programme for future conferences. Although the precise dates of the later conferences have yet to be decided, they will be based on Paris (16-20 July, 2016), York (21-25 July, 2017) and Cambridge (July, 2018).
The fourth of the International Romanesque Conferences will be held in Oxford from 4-6 April, 2016, on the theme 'Romanesque: Saints, Shrines and Pilgrimage'. There will be an opportunity to stay on after the conference for two days of visits to Romanesque sites within the larger locality.
Following the passing of the Charities Act 2006, there must be an identifiable benefit to the public, or a section of the public, arising from the work of charities. The Association's Council confirms it has referred to the Charity Commission's guidance on public benefit and the interpretation and preservation of British history and heritage when reviewing the Association's aims, and in planning its activities as well as our scholarship awards policy for the year.

