
ANNUAL REPORT OF THE COUNCIL FOR THE YEAR ENDED
31 DECEMBER 2014
1. CONSTITUTION AND AIMS. The British Archaeological Association is a registered company limited by guarantee (no. 2747476) and a registered charity (no. 1014821). It is concerned to promote and further the study of archaeology and the preservation of antiquities, to carry out and encourage research into art, architecture and antiquities, and to publish material in furtherance of its activities. The Association organises an annual lecture programme, conference and study days, and publishes an annual Journal in addition to the Transactions of its conferences. 

2. GOVERNING BODY. The Officers and Members of the Council are the Board of Directors of the Limited Company and the Trustees of the Charity. The Officers and Members of Council during 2014 were as follows. 
President: 
Richard Halsey, B.A., F.S.A.
Vice-Presidents: 
     Past Presidents:
Sir David Wilson, M.A., Litt.D., Fil.Dr., Dr Phil., F.B.A., F.S.A., F.R.Hist.S. (1963-68) 

Professor Peter Kidson, M.A., Ph.D., F.S.A. (1980-82) 

Richard D.H. Gem, O.B.E., M.A., Ph.D., F.S.A. (1983-89) 

Laurence J. Keen, O.B.E., M.Phil., F.S.A., F.R.Hist.S., M.I.F.A. (1989-2004)

Nicola Coldstream, M.A., Ph.D., F.S.A. (2004-07)

Peter Draper, F.S.A. (2007-10)

Professor Lindy Grant, M.A., Ph.D., F.S.A., F.R.Hist.S. (2010-13)
  Elected:
Sarah Brown, M.A., F.S.A., F.R.Hist.S.

John Cherry, M.A., F.S.A., F.R.Hist.S.

Professor Paul Crossley, Ph.D., F.S.A.

Brian K. Davison, O.B.E., B.A., F.S.A., M.I.F.A.

Professor Eric Fernie, C.B.E., B.A., F.B.A., F.S.A., F.R.S.E. 

William Filmer-Sankey, M.A., D.Phil., F.S.A. 

Michael F. Flint, F.S.A. 

Rev’d Martin Henig, M.A., D.PhiI., D.Litt., F.S.A.  

Julian Luxford, M.A., Ph.D., F.S.A., F.R.Hist.S. (from 1 October)

Kenneth S. Painter, M.A., F.S.A. 
Honorary Director: 
Linda Monckton, B.A., Ph.D., F.S.A.
Honorary Secretary:
John McNeill, M.A., F.S.A., F.R.Hist.S.
Honorary Assistant Secretary: 
Simon Kirsop, B.A.
Honorary Treasurer: 
John Dunlop, B.A., F.C.M.A.
Honorary Membership Secretary: 
      Ann E Hignell, B.Sc., B.A., M.A.
Honorary Editor:
Julian Luxford, M.A., Ph.D., F.S.A., F.R.Hist.S. (to 1 October)

Zoë Opacič, B.A., M.A., Ph.D., F.S.A. (from 1 October)
Honorary Reviews Editor: 
Lucy Donkin, M.A., Ph.D.
Honorary Transactions Editor:
Alixe Bovey, M.A., Ph.D, F.S.A.
Honorary Ed. Electronic Publications
Alexandrina Buchanan, M.A., Ph.D., F.S.A.
Honorary Conference Organiser:
Professor Jane Geddes, M.A., Ph.D., F.S.A. (to 1 October)
Honorary Conference Secretary:
Lizzie Swarbrick, B.A., M.A. (to 1 October)


Andrew Budge, B.A., M.A. (from 1 October)
Honorary Study Days Organiser:
Helen Lunnon, B.A., M.A.. Ph.D.
Honorary Publicity Officer: 
Richard Plant, B.A., Ph.D.
Honorary Web Officer:
Karen Impey, M.A.
Honorary Student Representative:
Emma Rogers M.A.
Council Members:


Lloyd de Beer, B.A., M.A. (from 1 October)

Steven Brindle, M.A., D. Phil., F.S.A. (from 1 October)

Jon. Cannon, B.A., M.A.

Professor Philip Dixon, Ph.D., F.S.A.

Emily Guerry, M.A., Ph.D. (from 1 October)

Jackie Hall, M.A., Ph.D., M.I.F.A.

Jane Hawkes, B.A., M.A., Ph.D, F.S.A. (to 1 October)

James King, B.A., M.A., F.S.A.

Rob Liddiard, B.A., Ph.D., F.S.A.

Catherine Miburn, B.A., M.A.

Tom Nickson, B.A., M.A., Ph.D. (to 1 October)

Zoë Opacič, B.A., M.A., Ph.D. (to 1 October)

Tim Tatton-Brown, B.A. (to 1 October)

Gabor Thomas, B.A., M.A., Ph.D., F.S.A.

Rose Walker, M.A, PhD, F.S.A., A.C.I.S. (to 1 October)

Christabel Watson, B.A., M.A. (from 1 October)
The Council met on 5 February, 7 May, 1 October and 3 December. The AGM was held on 1 October. 
3. MEMBERSHIP The membership at 31 December, 2013 was as follows 

2014 
2013 
Ordinary members: 
218 
212 
Retired members: 
172 
173
Student members: 
64 
67 
Life members: 
54
55
Joint members:
12
10
Institutional members: 
192 
196 

714 
713 
Of the individual members 329 are also guarantors of the incorporated Company. The tiny rise in membership over this last year is encouraging, and the Council remains committed to trying to increase the numbers involved in the Association’s activities.
4. ACTIVITIES DURING 2014. The following lectures were held in the rooms of the Society of Antiquaries from January to May and from October to December, excepting November, when the Association met at the Linnean Society. 
2 January 2014: 
‘’The Labour of a Thousand Ants’, Gerard Baldwin Brown and the Conservation Movement in Britain’ by Malcolm Cooper. 
5 February 2014: 
George Zarnecki Memorial Lecture. 'The Romanesque Portal as Performance' by Professor Manuel Castiñeiras.
5 March 2014: 
'Late Medieval Beguinages in the Low Countries: A ‘Poor’ Architecture for Semi-Religious Women’ by Professor Thomas Coomans.
2 April 2014: 
‘The Staffordshire Hoard Project: the current state of knowledge’ by Chris Fern
7 May 2014: 
'Blanche of Castile and artistic patronage at the Capetian Court in the first half of the Thirteenth Century' by Professor Lindy Grant. 
1 October 2014: 
‘Friary Biographies, Urban Fabric and the Excavation Legacy in England and Wales’, by Deirdre O’Sullivan. 
5 November 2014: 
The Reginald Taylor and Lord Fletcher Essay Medal Lecture. 'The Function and Iconography of the Minstrels’ Gallery at Exeter Cathedral’, By Dr Gabriel Byng 
3 December 2014: 
‘’Barbarous rude things.’ Paintings in the Collection of the Society of Antiquaries of London: Some New Observations’, by Bernard Nurse, Pamela Tudor-Craig and Jill Franklin
A Twelfth-Night Party was held after the 2 January lecture, a drinks reception was held after the George Zarnecki Memorial lecture on 5 February, and the President hosted a reception after the 7 May lecture.
The 2014 conference was held in a notably sunny Aberdeen between 19 and 23 July. Organised around the theme ‘Medieval Art and Architecture in North-East Scotland’, it was attended by 92 members and guests. The Association awarded 7 scholarships to students covering the full costs of the conference and accommodation. A total of 16 papers were read in the Regent Lecture Theatre at Aberdeen University. In the late afternoon of the Saturday the Conference enjoyed a visit to King’s Chapel, where Richard Fawcett and Jane Geddes addressed the Association on the exterior and interior of the chapel respectively. The Sunday and Tuesday were devoted entirely to visits, enabling the conference to visit Elgin Cathedral and Museum, Spynie Palace, Pluscarden, Monymusk, Kildrummy, Huntly and Fyvie Castle. There were also visits to St Machar’s Cathedral and a special viewing of James IV’s marriage chest, the Vienna Book of Hours and Bishop Elphinsotone’s portrait in the Sir Duncan Rice Library in Aberdeen. The Association was honoured with a reception on the Saturday at King’s Chapel, and a dinner in Elphinstone Hall on the Monday, at the extraordinarily generous behest of Sir Ian Diamond, Principal of Aberdeen University. The Association was also honoured with refreshments, teas and dinners at Pluscarden, Monymusk, and Fyvie Castle. The President was in attendance throughout the conference, introducing proceedings and offering eloquent thanks to our various hosts.
The Association wishes to record its gratitude to all those who assisted in the smooth running of the Conference, and in addition to those who read papers at the formal sessions would like to thank the site speakers, without whom the site visits would have much the poorer. Much the greatest burden was shared by Professors Richard Fawcett and Richard Oram, whose sparkling double act rivalled the best of Jack Lemmon and Walter Matthau, and was incomparably more enlightening on matters of history and architecture. Other site speakers who the Association would like to thank are Jane Geddes, Matt Woodworth, Penny Dansart, John Goodall, Piers Dixon, David Walker, and Shannon Fraser. For help and kindnesses in setting up these visits, and for assisting more generally, the Association would also like to record its gratitude to Historic Scotland and the National Trust for Scotland, the Historic Collections staff at Aberdeen University, the hospitable monks at Pluscarden Abbey, John Coyne and Aiden Harrison.
Ultimately there are many individuals without whom the conference would have been much the poorer, but without the industry and resourcefulness of the Conference team there would have been no conference, and the Association wishes to offer heartfelt thanks to Professor Jane Geddes, Conference Convenor, Dr Matthew Woodworth, Conference Assistant, and Lizzie Swarbrick, Conference Secretary in making this such a successful event. Jane even offered an additional day to visit Pictish sites on Angus for those who wished to stay on – providing inspiration, commentary and even driving the mini-bus. We are profoundly in her debt 
Preparations for the Peterborough Conference, to be held in July, 2015 are well in hand.
In an entirely separate initiative, one of the Association’s members, John Osborn, generously underwrote the Association's launch of a biennial series of International Conferences concerned with Romanesque art and architecture. The third of these conferences addressed the theme Romanesque: Patrons and Processes. It took place at the Museu Nacional d’Art de Catalunya in Barcelona on 7-9 April, with an additional two days of visits to Romanesque monuments at Sant Pere de Rodes, Girona, Tarragona and Santes Creus for those who wished to stay on. It was attended by 90 members and guests from the UK, Spain, Italy, France, Germany, Switzerland, Hungary, Norway, Russia, USA, and Japan, 12 of whom were post-graduate students to whom the Association offered scholarships that covered the cost of the conference and accommodation. Two Presidents and many of the Association's officers played essential roles in promoting this conference, and the Association wishes to express its gratitude to them, to the small Steering Group which ultimately brought the conference into being, to the 24 speakers from 8 countries who enlightened the conference with their papers, and to the 6 post-graduates who assembled an exemplary and informative poster display of their work. We would also like to single out the museum’s director, Pepe Serra, who was wonderfully supportive through the planning stage of the conference, and was generous to a fault in all he provided at the conference itself. The Association is also grateful to all those who gave site presentations both during the conference and over the Thursday and Friday visits, namely Manuel Castiñeiras, Jordi Camps, John McNeill, Veronica Abenza, Rose Walker, Gerardo Boto, Marta Serrano Coll, Esther Lozano, Elizabeth Valdez del Alamo, and Tom Nickson. Grateful thanks are also due to the Conference team and steering group, namely Manuel Castiñeiras and Jordi Camps as convenors, Rosa Bacile, Lindy Grant, John McNeill and Richard Plant as the London end of the steering group, and, above all, Gemma Ylla-Català, who effectively combined the roles of conference secretary and chief orchestrator of logistics, and remained unflappable and superbly effective throughout. Finally, without the resourcefulness and keen generosity of John Osborn there would be no International Conference series, and the Association is profoundly in his debt. The Association will publish the Transactions of this conference, which it is hoped will appear in 2016.

Some time ago the Association also launched a series of study days with the aim of encouraging students to engage with the methods and approaches employed by specialists in particular areas of the history of art, architecture and archaeology. Three further study days were organised over the course of the year. On 17th May, the Association held its first study day in Wales, treating members to an enthralling combination of site history and wall paintings in the parish churches of St Cadoc at Llancarfan and St Illtud at Llantwit Major. It was led by David Robinson and Jane Rutherford, and was attended by 15 members and students, 6 of whom were awarded scholarships. We are, as ever, indebted to those scholars who are prepared to give their time to run these days, and warmly thank both David and Jane for their generosity and expertise.  Secondly, the Association ventured overseas, drawn by the various exhibitions that had been organised in Aachen to mark the 1200th anniversary of the death of Charlemagne. An astonishing 29 members made the journey, and were rewarded with a lecture and escorted tour of the cathedral gallery from the state archaeologist, Andreas Schaube, the state archaeologist. The Association would like to warmly thank Herr Schaube for his contribution, along with Dr Richard Plant and Dr Richard Gem for their help and expertise at Aachen. Finally, the Autumn study day was held on 6 October and was entitled Lincoln Cathedral; Making and Remaking. This was organised by the cathedral archaeologist Professor Philip Dixon, and gave 16 members and students the opportunity to visit the works department and talk to the masons, glaziers and carpenters of the works team, and see their daily work on the cathedral. The BAA is most grateful to Philip and Carol Heidschuster, manager of the works department, for generously hosting this study day.
Two further study days are planned for 2015; a day dedicated to Castle Acre in May, and a day on textiles in the Autumn at a venue yet to be decided. 
The Association is represented on the Council for British Archaeology by David Stocker, on the Committee for the British Archaeological Awards by Laurence Keen, and on the Standing Conference of National Period Societies by Dr Ron Baxter. Laurence Keen represents the Association on The Standing Conference on Portable Antiquities. 
The members of the Association continue to enjoy the privilege of reading in the library of the Society of Antiquaries. The reciprocal arrangement whereby the Association and the Royal Archaeological Institute allow attendance at each other’s lectures also continues. 
5. PUBLICATIONS. The Journal of the British Archaeological Association for 2014 (Volume 167) included articles on Kirkstead Abbey, the Minstrels’ Gallery at Exeter Cathedral, and a lost rectorial brass from Catfield, Norfolk. The latter was rather fittingly the final article in the 2014 journal’s running order and was written by its editor, Dr Julian Luxford. Julian took over as editor in the Autumn of 2007 and has skilfully and stoically steered the journal through seven issues, editing a total of 60 articles as well as reading and advising on many more. The 2014 journal was his last and the Association would like to take this opportunity to acknowledge its considerable debt and offer grateful thanks. During the year one volume in the Conference Transactions series was also published – Medieval Art, Architecture and Archaeology in Cracow and Lesser Poland, edited by Agneiszka Roźnowska-Sadraei and Tomasz Węclawowicz. The Association is extremely grateful to the editors for bringing this volume to fruition.
6. THE OCHS SCHOLARSHIP. The Ochs Scholarship, set up with a generous bequest from Miss Maud Lilian Ochs, is intended to enable students and other scholars to complete theses and research projects. The Council was delighted to award the first scholarships in May, 1995. From the thirteen applications received for the 2014 scholarship two awards were made:
Thorstad, Audrey
The Role of Castles and Martial-Style Architecture in Early Tudor England, 1485-1547




Leeds University, Ph.D Thesis. (£3,500)

Zöschg, Michaela
Rich Queens, Poor Clares: Space, Image and Audience in Royal Clarissan Foundations in Late Medieval Europe




Courtauld Institute, Ph.D Thesis. (£3.500)
All but five of the forty-three 1995-2014 scholars have now completed their theses or research projects - two of them current and three abandoned. Advertisements for the 2015 scholarships were circulated in late 2014. 
7. FUTURE CONFERENCES. The Council has agreed on a provisional programme for future conferences. Although the precise dates of the later conferences have yet to be decided, they will be based at Peterborough (10-14 July, 2015), Paris (16-20 July, 2016), and York (July, 2017).
The fourth of the International Romanesque Conferences will be held in Oxford from 4-6 April, 2016, on the theme 'Romanesque: Saints, Shrines and Pilgrimage'. There will be an opportunity to stay on after the conference for two days of visits to Romanesque sites within the larger locality.
Following the passing of the Charities Act 2006, there must be an identifiable benefit to the public, or a section of the public, arising from the work of charities. The Association's Council confirms it has referred to the Charity Commission's guidance on public benefit and the interpretation and preservation of British history and heritage when reviewing the Association's aims, and in planning its activities as well as our scholarship awards policy for the year.

