
ANNUAL REPORT OF THE COUNCIL FOR THE YEAR ENDED
31 DECEMBER 2013
1. CONSTITUTION AND AIMS. The British Archaeological Association is a registered company limited by guarantee (no. 2747476) and a registered charity (no. 1014821). It is concerned to promote and further the study of archaeology and the preservation of antiquities, to carry out and encourage research into art, architecture and antiquities, and to publish material in furtherance of its activities. The Association organises an annual lecture programme, conference and study days, and publishes an annual Journal in addition to the Transactions of its conferences. 

2. GOVERNING BODY. The Officers and Members of the Council are the Board of Directors of the Limited Company and the Trustees of the Charity. The Officers and Members of Council during 2011 were as follows. 
President: 
Richard Halsey, B.A., F.S.A. (from 2 October)

Professor Lindy Grant, M.A., Ph.D., F.S.A., F.R.Hist.S. (to 2 October)
Vice-Presidents: 
     Past Presidents:
Sir David Wilson, M.A., Litt.D., Fil.Dr., Dr Phil., F.B.A., F.S.A., F.R.Hist.S. (1963-68) 

Professor Peter Kidson, M.A., Ph.D., F.S.A. (1980-82) 

Richard D.H. Gem, O.B.E., M.A., Ph.D., F.S.A. (1983-89) 

Laurence J. Keen, O.B.E., M.Phil., F.S.A., F.R.Hist.S., M.I.F.A. (1989-2004)

Nicola Coldstream, M.A., Ph.D., F.S.A. (2004-07)

Peter Draper, F.S.A. (2007-10)
  Elected:
Sarah Brown, M.A., F.S.A., F.R.Hist.S.

John Cherry, M.A., F.S.A., F.R.Hist.S.

Professor Paul Crossley, Ph.D., F.S.A.

Brian K. Davison, O.B.E., B.A., F.S.A., M.I.F.A.

Rev’d Martin Henig, M.A., D.PhiI., D.Litt., F.S.A.  

Professor Eric Fernie, C.B.E., B.A., F.B.A., F.S.A., F.R.S.E. 

William Filmer-Sankey, M.A., D.Phil., F.S.A. 

Michael F. Flint, F.S.A. 

Kenneth S. Painter, M.A., F.S.A. 

Glenys Phillips, M.A., F.R.C.A.
Honorary Director: 
Linda Monckton, B.A., Ph.D., F.S.A.
Honorary Secretary:
John McNeill, M.A., F.S.A., F.R.Hist.S.
Honorary Assistant Secretary: 
Simon Kirsop, B.A.
Honorary Treasurer: 
John Dunlop, B.A., F.C.M.A.
Honorary Membership Secretary: 
      Ann E Hignell, B.Sc., B.A., M.A.
Honorary Editor:
Julian Luxford, M.A., Ph.D., F.S.A., F.R.Hist.S.
Honorary Reviews Editor: 
Lucy Donkin, M.A., Ph.D.
Honorary Transactions Editor:
Alixe Bovey, M.A., Ph.D
Honorary Ed. Electronic Publications
Alexandrina Buchanan, M.A., Ph.D., F.S.A.
Honorary Conference Organiser:
Katherine Davey, M.A. (to 2 October)

Matthew Woodworth, B.A., Ph.D. (from 2 October)
Honorary Conference Secretary:
Abigail Wheatley M.A., Ph.D. (to 2 October)

Lizzie Swarbrick, B.A., M.A. (from 2 October)
Honorary Study Days Organiser:
Helen Lunnon, B.A., M.A.
Honorary Publicity Officer: 
Richard Plant, B.A., Ph.D.
Honorary Web Officer:
Karen Impey, M.A.
Honorary Student Representative:
Emma Rogers M.A. (from 2 October)
Council Members:


Jon. Cannon, B.A., M.A.

Professor Philip Dixon, Ph.D., F.S.A.

Jill Franklin, B.A., M.A., F.S.A. (to 2 October)

Jackie Hall, M.A., Ph.D., M.I.F.A. (from 2 October)

Jane Hawkes, B.A., M.A., Ph.D, F.S.A.

James King, B.A., M.A., F.S.A.

Rob Liddiard, B.A., Ph.D., F.S.A. (from 2 October)

Catherine Miburn, B.A., M.A. (from 2 October)

Tom Nickson, B.A., M.A., Ph.D

Zoë Opacič, B.A., M.A., Ph.D.

David Parsons, B.A., Ph.D., F.S.A. (to 2 October)

David Robinson B.Sc., Ph.D., F.S.A. (to 2 October)

Tim Tatton-Brown, B.A.

Gabor Thomas, B.A., M.A., Ph.D., F.S.A. (from 2 October)

Rose Walker, M.A, PhD, F.S.A., A.C.I.S.
The Council met on 6 February, 1 May, 2 October and 4 December. The AGM was held on 2 October. 
3. MEMBERSHIP The membership at 31 December, 2013 was as follows 

2013 
2012 
Ordinary members: 
212 
215 
Retired members: 
173 
169 
Student members: 
67 
59 
Life members: 
55
56

Joint members:
10
0
Institutional members: 
196 
196 

713 
695 
Of the individual members 278 are also guarantors of the incorporated Company. The modest rise in membership over this last year is encouraging, and the Council remains committed to trying to increase the numbers involved in the Association’s activities.
4. ACTIVITIES DURING 2013. The following lectures were held in the rooms of the Society of Antiquaries from January to May and from October to December, excepting November, when the Association met at the Linnean Society. 
2 January 2013: 
‘20th-Century England:  writing an aerial history’ by Professor Richard Morris. 
6 February 2013: 
George Zarnecki Memorial Lecture. 'From Judgement to Atonement: sculpture at Strasbourg, Lincoln and Naumburg' by Professor Sandy Heslop.
6 March 2013: 
'Recent excavations at the Abbey of St-Denis’ by Michel Wyss
3 April 2013: 
‘Commemoration and the development of the English Parish Church’ by Professor Nigel Saul
1 May 2013: 
'’The Dignity of Friends’: from the catacombs of Rome to the Ashmolean Museum, Oxford' by Dr Susan Walker. 
2 October 2013: 
‘’It would have pitied any heart to see’; destruction and survival at Cistercian monasteries in northern England at the suppression’, by Dr Michael Carter. 
6 November 2013: 
'Set in stone; inscribing civic memory and artistic identity in the cathedral of San Lorenzo at Genoa;. By Dr Stefania Gerevini 
4 December 2013: 
‘Arguments; or an assessment of differences of opinion in the study of medieval architectural history’, by Professor Eric Fernie
A Twelfth-Night Party was held after the 2 January lecture, a drinks reception was held after the George Zarnecki Memorial lecture on 6 February, and the President hosted a reception after the 1 May lecture.
The 2013 conference was held in Westminster between 20 and 24 July. Organised around the theme ‘The Architecture and Archaeology of a Royal Abbey and Palace’, it was attended by 192 members and guests. The Association awarded 12 scholarships to students covering the full costs of the conference, and 5 scholarships that allowed students to attend lectures but not the site visits. A total of 25 papers were read in Westminster School Hall (formerly Westminster’s monastic dormitory). In the late afternoon of the Saturday the Conference enjoyed its first visit to the abbey, when the Chapter-House, Undercroft Museum and Pyx Chamber were open. On Sunday and Monday the conference was able visit parts of the Abbey not normally open to the public, splitting into groups so as examine the triforium, the Coronation Chair, the shrine and Cosmati pavement, the Jerusalem Chamber, the Chapter House and its crypt, and the library. There were also extensive tours of Westminster School and the surviving monastic precincts .Tuesday afternoon then brought the conference over to St Margaret’s Church and the Palace of Westminster. The President's Reception was held in the east walk of the great cloister, while the Association was also honoured with receptions and dinners in the Abbey Cellarium, College Garden, College Hall and the Palace of Westminster, for which we offer grateful thanks to the Dean and Chapter of Westminster, Westminster School, and English Heritage. The reception in College Garden was to mark the launch a new red guide book to the Jewel Tower, and we are immensely grateful to English Heritage, and to Simon Thurley, Edward Impey and, the guide book’s author, Jeremy Ashbee, for agreeing to honour the conference with its launch. The President was in attendance throughout the conference, introducing proceedings and offering eloquent thanks to our various hosts.
The Association wishes to record its gratitude to all those who assisted in the smooth running of the Conference, and in addition to those who read papers at the formal sessions would like to thank the site speakers, without whom the site visits would have much the poorer. For help and kindnesses in setting up these visits, and for assisting more generally, the Association would also like to record it gratitude to the Very Reverend Dr John Hall, Dean of Westminster, Dr Stephen Spurr, Headmaster of Westminster School, Chris Silcock, Bursar, David Harrison and Mark Collins at the Palace of Westminster, Ptolemy Dean,  Surveyor of the Fabric to Westminster Abbey, Diane Gibbs at the Undercroft Museum, Vanessa Simeoni and Marie Louise Sauerberg (Conservators), Tony Trowles, Librarian, and Matthew Payne, Keeper of the Muniments. The team responsible for keeping the conference supplied with teas, coffees and lunches were terrific, and the conference would have seized up without Susan Rigg, Jenny Freeman and Robert Tatton Brown, all of whom should be showered with thanks.

Ultimately there are many individuals without whom the conference would have been much the poorer, but without the industry and resourcefulness of the Conference team there would have been no conference, and the Association wishes to offer heartfelt thanks to Warwick Rodwell and Tim Tatton-Brown, Conference Convenors, Kate Davey, Conference Organiser, and Abigail Wheatley, Conference Secretary in making this such a successful event. Kate Davey and Abigail Wheatley had to weather a particularly challenging conference, both in terms of coping with the varying wishes and needs of the greatest number of attendees the Association has ever accommodated at a conference, and the logistics of orchestrating visits to small spaces at the height of the tourist season in one of England’s most popular churches. We are profoundly in their debt 
Preparations for the Aberdeen Conference, to be held in July, 2014 are well in hand.
Some time ago the Association also launched a series of study days with the aim of encouraging students to engage with the methods and approaches employed by specialists in particular areas of the history of art, architecture and archaeology. The tenth of these was devoted to the recent conservation work at Lambeth Palace, taking advantage of the interregnum before the new Archbishop of Canterbury took up residence. This was held in January, and was organised by William Filmer-Sankey and Tim Tatton-Brown. It was attended by 24 students and members of the Association, 12 of whom were awarded student scholarships. The Association wishes to thank William and Tim for their lucid and enthralling commentary, while Helen Lunnon deserves particular thanks for organising the day with great despatch and at relatively short notice. A second study day, concerned with site history, was held Southwell on 21st May. This was organised by Professor Philip Dixon, and was attended by 19 members and students, 9 of whom were awarded scholarships. We are, as ever, indebted to those scholars who are prepared to give their time to run these days, and warmly thank both Philip for his generosity and expertise, and the Dean of Southwell, who very kindly waived all charges for the use of rooms at the Minster.  Finally, the Association also organised a day on Gothic ivories and medieval alabasters at the British Museum on Tuesday, 15 October. This was to be conducted by Lloyd de Beer and Naomi Speakman, though Naomi had to drop out because of a family bereavement, and Sandy Heslop heroically agreed to step in at short notice. The day was a great success, being enjoyed by 15 members and students, of whom 7 were postgraduate scholars. The Association is immensely grateful to Lloyd, Sandy and Helen Lunnon for producing such a magnificent study day. It is, perhaps, worth adding that the variation in the numbers attending study days is a reflection of the restrictions on space and type of material being studied.

Two further study days are planned for 2014; a day dedicated to Llanfarcan and Llantwit Major in May, and a day in the Autumn at a venue yet to be decided. 
The Association is represented on the Council for British Archaeology by David Stocker, on the Committee for the British Archaeological Awards by Laurence Keen, and on the Standing Conference of National Period Societies by Dr Ron Baxter. Laurence Keen represents the Association on The Standing Conference on Portable Antiquities. 
The members of the Association continue to enjoy the privilege of reading in the library of the Society of Antiquaries. The reciprocal arrangement whereby the Association and the Royal Archaeological Institute allow attendance at each other’s lectures also continues. 
5. PUBLICATIONS. The Journal of the British Archaeological Association for 2013 (Volume 166) included articles on All  Saints’ Church, Brixworth, The Architectural History of Salisbury Cathedral c. 1297-1548, and the Walter Tomb at Stoke Charity. It was distributed to members in October 2013. During the year two volumes of the Conference Transactions series were also published – Newcastle and Northumberland: Roman and Medieval Architecture and Art, edited by Jeremy Ashbee and Julian Luxford, and Medieval Art, Architecture and Archaeology at Canterbury, edited by Alixe Bovey. The Association is extremely grateful to the respective editors for bringing these volumes to fruition. In a separate initiative, the first of the Romanesque Conference Transactions was also published – Romanesque and the Past: Retrospection in the Art and Architecture of Romanesque Europe, edited by John McNeill and Richard Plant. Without the unstinting and enthusiastic support of John Osborn it would have been impossible to embark on the Romanesque conference series, and the Association would again like to take the opportunity to offer its heartfelt thanks in the light of the publication of its first fruits.
6. THE OCHS SCHOLARSHIP. The Ochs Scholarship, set up with a generous bequest from Miss Maud Lilian Ochs, is intended to enable students and other scholars to complete theses and research projects. The Council was delighted to award the first scholarships in May, 1995. From the thirteen applications received for the 2013 scholarship four awards were made:
 Gabriel Byng
Parish Church Building and the Medieval Economy in the Later Middle Ages




Cambridge University, Ph.D Thesis. (£3,520)

Amanda Dotseth
San Quirce de Burgos: Piety and Patrimony in the Long Life of a Romanesque Church


Courtauld Institute. Ph.D Thesis (£3, 195)

Paulina Szulist
Curtains in Roman Architecture: An Iconographical Study of their Depiction up to the end of the 2nd century AD


University of Warsaw. Ph.D Thesis (£350)
Philippa Turner
Devotional Images in York Minster and Durham Cathedral Priory, c.1350 - c.1540


University of York Ph.D. Thesis (£1,000)

All but seven of the forty-two 1995-2013 scholars have now completed their theses or research projects - four of them current and three abandoned. Advertisements for the 2014 scholarships were circulated in late 2013. 
7. FUTURE CONFERENCES. The Council has agreed on a provisional programme for future conferences. Although the precise dates of the later conferences have yet to be decided, they will be based at Aberdeen (19-23 July, 2014), Peterborough (10-14 July, 2015), and Paris (July, 2016).
The third of the International Romanesque Conferences will be held in Barcelona from 7-9 April, 2014, on the theme 'Romanesque: Patrons and Processes'. There will be an opportunity to stay on after the conference for two days of visits to Romanesque sites at Girona, Sant Pere de Rodes, Tarragona and Santes Creus
Following the passing of the Charities Act 2006, there must be an identifiable benefit to the public, or a section of the public, arising from the work of charities. The Association's Council confirms it has referred to the Charity Commission's guidance on public benefit and the interpretation and preservation of British history and heritage when reviewing the Association's aims, and in planning its activities as well as our scholarship awards policy for the year.

