
ANNUAL REPORT OF THE COUNCIL FOR THE YEAR ENDED
31 DECEMBER 2012
1. CONSTITUTION AND AIMS. The British Archaeological Association is a registered company limited by guarantee (no. 2747476) and a registered charity (no. 1014821). It is concerned to promote and further the study of archaeology and the preservation of antiquities, to carry out and encourage research into art, architecture and antiquities, and to publish material in furtherance of its activities. The Association organises an annual lecture programme, conference and study days, and publishes an annual Journal in addition to the Transactions of its conferences. 

2. GOVERNING BODY. The Officers and Members of the Council are the Board of Directors of the Limited Company and the Trustees of the Charity. The Officers and Members of Council during 2011 were as follows. 
President: 
Professor Lindy Grant, M.A., Ph.D., F.S.A., F.R.Hist.S.
Vice-Presidents: 
     Past Presidents:
Sir David Wilson, M.A., Litt.D., Fil.Dr., Dr Phil., F.B.A., F.S.A., F.R.Hist.S. (1963-68) 

Professor Peter Kidson, M.A., Ph.D., F.S.A. (1980-82) 

Richard D.H. Gem, O.B.E., M.A., Ph.D., F.S.A. (1983-89) 

Laurence J. Keen, O.B.E., M.Phil., F.S.A., F.R.Hist.S., M.I.F.A. (1989-2004)

Nicola Coldstream, M.A., Ph.D., F.S.A. (2004-07)

Peter Draper, F.S.A. (2007-10)
  Elected:
Sarah Brown, M.A., F.S.A., F.R.Hist.S.

John Cherry, M.A., F.S.A., F.R.Hist.S.

Professor Paul Crossley, Ph.D., F.S.A. (from 3 October)

Brian K. Davison, O.B.E., B.A., F.S.A., M.I.F.A.

Martin Henig, M.A., D.PhiI., D.Litt., F.S.A.  

Professor Eric Fernie, C.B.E., B.A., F.B.A., F.S.A., F.R.S.E. 

William Filmer-Sankey, M.A., D.Phil., F.S.A. 

Michael F. Flint, F.S.A. 

Kenneth S. Painter, M.A., F.S.A. 

Glenys Phillips, M.A., F.R.C.A.
Honorary Director: 
Linda Monckton, B.A., Ph.D., F.S.A.
Honorary Secretary:
John McNeill, M.A., F.S.A., F.R.Hist.S.
Honorary Assistant Secretary: 
Simon Kirsop, B.A.
Honorary Treasurer: 
John Dunlop, B.A., F.C.M.A.
Honorary Membership Secretary: 
      John Jenkins (to 3 October)
Ann E Hignell, B.Sc., B.A., M.A. (from 3 October)
Honorary Editor:
Julian Luxford, M.A., Ph.D., F.S.A., F.R.Hist.S.
Honorary Reviews Editor: 
Lucy Donkin, M.A., Ph.D.
Honorary Transactions Editor:
Alixe Bovey, M.A., Ph.D
Honorary Ed. Electronic Publications
Alexandrina Buchanan, M.A., Ph.D., F.S.A. (from 3 October)
Honorary Conference Organiser:
Katherine Davey, M.A.
Honorary Conference Secretary:
Abigail Wheatley M.A., Ph.D.
Honorary Study Days Organiser:
Helen Lunnon, B.A., M.A. (from 3 October)
Honorary Publicity Officer: 
Richard Plant, B.A., Ph.D.
Honorary Web Officer:
Karen Impey, M.A.
Council Members:
Rosa Bacile, B.A., D. Phil. (to 3 October)

Alexandrina Buchanan, Ph.D., F.S.A. (to 3 October)

Jon. Cannon, B.A., M.A. (from 3 October)


Professor Philip Dixon, Ph.D., F.S.A. (from 3 October)

Jill Franklin, B.A., M.A., F.S.A.

John Goodall, M.A., Ph.D., F.S.A. (to 3 October)

Jane Hawkes, B.A., M.A., Ph.D, F.S.A.

James King, B.A., M.A., F.S.A. (from 3 October)

Helen Lunnon, M.A. (to 3 October)

Tom Nickson, B.A., M.A., Ph.D

Zoë Opacič, B.A., M.A., Ph.D. (from 3 October)

David Parsons, B.A., Ph.D., F.S.A. (to 3 October)

David Robinson B.Sc., Ph.D., F.S.A. 

Barney Sloane, B.A., F.S.A. (to 3 October)

Tim Tatton-Brown, B.A.

Rose Walker, M.A, PhD, F.S.A., A.C.I.S.
The Council met on 1 February, 2 May, 3 October and 5 December. The AGM was held on 5 October. 
3. MEMBERSHIP The membership at 31 December, 2011 was as follows 

2012 
2011 
Ordinary members: 
215 
210 
Retired members: 
169 
159 
Student members: 
59 
57 
Life members: 
56 
56 
Institutional members: 
196 
196 

695 
678 
Of the individual members 278 are also guarantors of the incorporated Company. The modest rise in membership over this last year is encouraging, and the Council remains committed to trying to increase the numbers involved in the Association’s activities.
4. ACTIVITIES DURING 2012. The following lectures were held in the rooms of the Society of Antiquaries from January to May and from October to December. 
4 January 2012: 
‘Richard II and the English royal treasure’ by Dr Jenny Stratford. 
1 February 2012: 
'Monumental and multi-lingual inscriptions in the city of Ani' by Dr. Tony Eastmond.
7 March 2012: 
'Medieval Building Stone' by Tim Tatton-Brown.
4 April 2012: 
George Zarnecki Memorial Lecture. 'Inventing Romanesque Sculpture: patrons, artists, masons and art historians' by Professor Sandy Heslop. 
2 May 2012: 
'Imagining Passion in Paris: A new study of the wall paintings of martyrdom in the Sainte-Chapelle' by Dr Emily Guerry. 
3 October 2012: 
‘The Scottish Parish Churches project' by Professor Richard Fawcett. 
7 November 2012: 
'’The most lethal catastrophein recorded history’: an archaeology and history of the Black Death in London 1348-49 ', by Barney Sloane. 
5 December 2012: 
‘The construction, deconstruction and reconstruction of an Anglo-Saxon church: the work of the Brixworth Archaeological Research Committee 1972-2012' by Dr. David Parsons.
A Twelfth-Night Party was held after the 4 January lecture, a drinks reception was held after the George Zarnecki Memorial lecture on 4 April, and the President hosted a reception after the 2 May lecture.
The 2012 conference was held in Norwich between 7 and 11 July. Organised around the theme ‘Medieval Art, Architecture and Archaeology in Norwich’, it was attended by 110 members and guests, and the Association awarded 6 scholarships to students covering the full costs of the conference. A total of 23 papers were read at the Weston Room at Norwich Cathedral. In the late afternoon of the Saturday the Conference enjoyed its first visit to Norwich Cathedral, following which the Conference broke into groups to allow for a more extensive series of cathedral visits on the Sunday afternoon. On Monday visits were made to the parish churches of East Dereham, North Elmham, Wiveton, Blakeney and Cley-next-the-Sea, as well as Binham Priory and the former bishop’s palace and chapel at North Elmham.. Tuesday afternoon brought the Conference back to Norwich, with visits to St Peter Mancroft, the Guildhall, St Giles, St Laurence, St Gregory and St Andrew, while Wednesday afternoon was given over to Strangers’ Hall and Norwich Castle. The President's Reception was held in the cathedral cloister, while the Association was also honoured with receptions and dinners at the Great Hospital, for which we offer grateful thanks to Carole Rawlcliffe, and Blackfriars Hall. The President was in attendance throughout the conference, introducing proceedings and offering eloquent thanks to our various hosts.

The Association wishes to record its gratitude to all those who assisted in the smooth running of the Conference, and in addition to those who read papers at the formal sessions would like to thank the site speakers, without whom the site visits would have much the poorer. For help and kindnesses in setting up these visits, and for assisting more generally, the Association would also like to record it gratitude to the Vice Dean of Norwich, Canon Jeremy Haselock for introducing the Conference, to Rt Revd Graham James, Bishop of Norwich, and his PA Coralie Nichols, for granting access to the Bishop's Garden and Salmon's Porch, to Gudrun Warren for opening up the Cathedral Library, to Dr. Roland Harris for arranging access to the upper pats of Norwich Cathedral, to Linda Nicholson for enabling a visit Norwich Magistrates Court, to Simon Abel and his team at the Norwich Hostry for keeping the Conference fed and watered, to the former County Archaeologist for Norfolk, Brian Ayers, to Helen Reynolds and Ron Sully at Norwich School, to the Reverend Neil Batcock at the Wiveton group of parishes, to the ladies of the WI at North Elmham for restoring the Conference with a spectacularly good selection of cakes on the Monday morning, and to the key-holders of innumerable parish churches who gave up their time to the benefit of the Conference. Ultimately there are many individuals without whom the conference would have been much the poorer, but without the industry and resourcefulness of the Conference team there would have been no conference, and the Association wishes to offer heartfelt thanks to Sandy Heslop and Helen Lunnon, Conference Convenors, Kate Davey, Conference Organiser, and Abigail Wheatley, Conference Secretary in making this such a successful event.

Preparations for the Westminster Conference, to be held in July, 2013 are well in hand.
In an entirely separate initiative, one of the Association’s members, John Osborn, generously underwrote the Association's launch of a biennial series of International Conferences concerned with Romanesque art and architecture. The second of these conferences addressed the theme Romanesque and the Mediterranean. It took place in the lecture theatre of the Botanical Gardens in Palermo on 16-18 April, with an additional two days of visits to Romanesque monuments in Palermo, Monreale and Cefalu for those who wish to stay on. It was attended by 91 members and guests from the UK, Italy, France, Spain, Switzerland, Sweden, Israel, Iceland, Ireland, USA, Slovenia and Hungary, 6 of whom were post-graduate students to whom the Association offered scholarships to cover both the cost of the conference and accommodation. The President and many of the Association's officers played essential roles in promoting this conference, and the Association wishes to express its gratitude to them, to the small Steering Group which ultimately brought the conference into being, and to the 23 speakers from 6 countries who enlightened the conference with their papers. We would also like to single out Jeremy Johns, who was wonderfully supportive through the planning stage of the conference, and generously shared his commanding understanding of the culture and historical importance of medieval Sicily with all at the conference.  Others, whose help was invaluable and to whom the Association wishes to offer thanks included Abigail Wheatley, who offered vital support in the run-up to the conference, John Dunlop, who orchestrated payments, transfers and meticulously ran the financial side of things, and Professor Maria Andaloro, along with the Reverendo Padre Michele Polizzi and Jeremy Johns, who were instrumental in facilitating a memorable evening visit to the Palazzo dei Normanni. The Association is also grateful to all those who gave site presentations during the Thursday and Friday visits, namely Rosa Bacile, Manuel Castiñeiras, Lindy Grant, Jeremy Johns, John McNeill, Richard Plant and, above all, Jeremy Ashbee, who shouldered much the greatest burden. Grateful thanks are also due to the Conference team. Ordinarily this consists of a Conference Convenor, Organiser and Secretary, though on this occasion Dr. Rosa Bacile heroically, and quite magnificently, combined all three roles. Not only was she responsible for initiating the conference, but she arranged for visits, receptions, accommodation for the speakers, the lecture theatre, conference register, and necessary payments, while keeping an eye on the academic programme and potential for future publication. It was a superb achievement for which the Association is immensely grateful. Finally, without the resourcefulness and keen generosity of John Osborn there would be no International Conference series, and the Association is profoundly in his debt. The Association will publish the Transactions of this conference, which it is hoped will appear in 2014.

The Association has also launched a series of study days with the aim of encouraging students to engage with some of the methods and approaches employed by specialists in particular areas of the history of art, architecture and archaeology. The eighth of these was devoted to medieval timber barns, and took place on 5 May at Harmondsworth, Middlesex. It was organised by Edward Impey and attended by 20 students and members of the Association, 7 of whom were awarded student scholarships. The Association wishes to thank Edward, along with Lyndsay Summerfield of English Heritage and Justine Bailey from the friends of the Barn, both of whom helped with the practical arrangements, and Julian Munby and Tim Tatton-Brown, both of whom made the journey and illuminated the morning with learned interventions. The afternoon was shared with the corpus of Romanesque Sculpture in Britain and Ireland, at which Ron Baxter presented the substantially Romanesque parish church of St Mary. A further study day was held at Cambridge in October. This was devoted to manuscripts, with the morning spent in the library of Trinity College and the afternoon at Corpus Christi. It was attended by 20 people, 10 of whom were students who were awarded scholarships. The lead roles here were taken by Dr. Alixe Bovey and Dr. Lucy Donkin, and the Association is indebted to them both for their meticulous planning - and the erudition and scholarly care they devoted to the day. The Association is also immensely grateful to two great manuscript specialists, David McKitterick at Trinity and Christopher de Hamel at Corpus Christi, for brilliant presentations in their respective libraries.
Two further study days are planned for 2013; a day dedicated to Lambeth Palace, and a day at Southwell Minster in the early summer. 
The Association is represented on the Council for British Archaeology by David Stocker, on the Committee for the British Archaeological Awards by Laurence Keen, and on the Standing Conference of National Period Societies by Dr Ron Baxter. Laurence Keen represents the Association on The Standing Conference on Portable Antiquities. 
The members of the Association continue to enjoy the privilege of reading in the library of the Society of Antiquaries. The reciprocal arrangement whereby the Association and the Royal Archaeological Institute allow attendance at each other’s lectures also continues. 
5. PUBLICATIONS. The Journal of the British Archaeological Association for 2012 (Volume 165) included articles on the origins of Christian Iconoclasm in the Eastern Mediterranean, Building and Decorating Anglo-Saxon Churches, Henry V’s Agincourt Pageants, and the rood in Anglo-Norman England. It was distributed to members in October 2012. 

6. THE OCHS SCHOLARSHIP. The Ochs Scholarship, set up with a generous bequest from Miss Maud Lilian Ochs, is intended to enable students and other scholars to complete theses and research projects. The Council was delighted to award the first scholarships in May, 1995. From the eight applications received for the 2012 scholarship two awards were made:
Jana Gajdošová

A Podium for Ceremony: The Role of the Charles Bridge in Medieval Prague



Birkbeck College. Ph.D. Thesis (£5,000)

Helen Lunnon

Studies in Medieval English Church Porches
University of East Anglia. Ph.D. Thesis (£1,700)
All but five of the thirty-eight 1995-2011 scholars have now completed their theses or research projects - two of them current and three abandoned. Advertisements for the 2013 scholarships were circulated in late 2012. 
7. FUTURE CONFERENCES. The Council has agreed on a provisional programme for future conferences. Although the precise dates of the later conferences have yet to be decided, they will be based at Westminster (20-24 July, 2013), Aberdeen (July, 2014), and Peterborough (July, 2015).
The third of the International Romanesque Conferences will be held in Barcelona from 7-9 April, 2014, on the theme 'Romanesque: Patrons and Processes'. There will be an opportunity to stay on after the conference for two days of visits to Romanesque sites at Girona, Sant Pere de Rodes, Tarragona and Santes Creus
Following the passing of the Charities Act 2006, there must be an identifiable benefit to the public, or a section of the public, arising from the work of charities. The Association's Council confirms it has referred to the Charity Commission's guidance on public benefit and the interpretation and preservation of British history and heritage when reviewing the Association's aims, and in planning its activities as well as our scholarship awards policy for the year.

