ANNUAL REPORT OF THE COUNCIL FOR THE YEAR ENDED
31 DECEMBER 2008
1. CONSTITUTION AND AIMS. The British Archaeological Association is a registered company limited by guarantee (no. 2747476) and a registered charity (no. 1014821). It is concerned to promote and further the study of archaeology and the preservation of antiquities, to carry out and encourage research into art, architecture and antiquities, and to publish material in furtherance of its activities. The Association organises an annual lecture programme, conference and study days, and publishes an annual Journal in addition to the Transactions of its conferences. 

2. GOVERNING BODY. The Officers and Members of the Council are the Board of Directors of the Limited Company and the Trustees of the Charity. The Officers and Members of Council during 2008 were as follows. 
President: 
Peter Draper, F.S.A.
Vice-Presidents: 
     Past Presidents:
Sir David Wilson, M.A., Litt.D., Fil.Dr., Dr Phil., F.B.A., F.S.A., F.R.Hist.S. (1963-68) 

Professor Peter Kidson, M.A., Ph.D., F.S.A. (1980-82) 

Richard D.H. Gem, O.B.E., M.A., Ph.D., F.S.A. (1983-89) 

Laurence J. Keen, O.B.E., M.Phil., F.S.A., F.R.Hist.S., M.I.F.A. (1989-2004)

Nicola Coldstream, M.A., Ph.D., F.S.A. (2004-07)
  Elected:
John Cherry, M.A., F.S.A., F.R.Hist.S. 

Brian K. Davison, O.B.E., B.A., F.S.A., M.I.F.A. 

Professor Eric Fernie, C.B.E., B.A., F.B.A., F.S.A., F.R.S.E. 

William Filmer-Sankey, M.A., D.Phil., F.S.A. 

Michael F. Flint, F.S.A. 

B. Graham Maney 

Kenneth S. Painter, M.A., F.S.A. 

Glenys Phillips, M.D. 

Professor George Zarnecki, C.B.E., Ph.D., D.Litt.., F.B.A., F.S.A., F.R.Hist.S. 
Honorary Director: 
Jennifer S. Alexander, B.A., Ph.D., F.S.A.(to 1 October)

Linda Monckton, B.A., Ph.D., F.S.A. (from 1 October)
Honorary Secretary:
John McNeill, M.A., F.S.A., F.R.Hist.S.
Honorary Assistant Secretary: 
António da Cruz, B.Eng. 
Honorary Treasurer: 
John Dunlop, B.A., F.C.M.A.
Honorary Membership Secretary: 
John Jenkins 
Honorary Editor:
Julian Luxford, M.A., Ph.D., F.S.A., F.R.Hist.S.
Honorary Assistant Editor:
Kathleen Lane, B.A., B.A., M.A., Ph.D.
Honorary Reviews Editor: 
Jeremy Ashbee, M.A., Ph.D., F.S.A. (to 1 October)


Mellie Naydenova-Slade, M.A., Ph.D. (from 1 October)
Honorary Transactions Editor:
Sarah Brown, M.A., F.S.A., F.R.Hist.S.
Honorary Conference Organiser:
Karen Lundgren, M.A.
Honorary Conference Secretary:
Natalie Hill, B.A.
Honorary Publicity Officer: 
Richard Plant, B.A., Ph.D.
Council Members:
Paul Barnwell, B.A., M.A., Ph.D., F.S.A., F.R.Hist.S., F.R.S.A. (from 1 October)

Alixe Bovey, Ph.D.

Thomas Cocke, M.A., Ph.D., F.S.A. (to 23 April)

Carol Davidson Cragoe, Ph.D.

Heather Gilderdale-Scott, M.A., Ph.D. (from 1 October)

Professor Lindy Grant, M.A., Ph.D., F.S.A., F.R.Hist.S. (to 1 October)

Christa Grössinger, Ph.D., F.S.A. (to 14 March)

Jackie Hall, M.A., Ph.D., M.I.F.A. (to 1 October)

Richard K. Morris, B.A., Ph.D., F.S.A.

Kathryn Morrison, M.A., F.S.A.

Zoe Opačić, B.A., M.A., Ph.D.

Agnieszka Sadraei, M.A., Ph.D. (from 1 October)


Gavin Simpson, M.A., Ph.D. (from 1 October)

Jane Spooner, B.A., M.A. (to 1 October)

Charles Tracy, B.A., Ph.D., F.S.A.
The Council met on 6 February, 7 May, 1 October and 3 December. The AGM was held on 1 October. 
3. MEMBERSHIP The membership at 31 December, 2007 was as follows 

2008 
2007 
Ordinary members: 
237 
246 
Retired members: 
141 
148 
Student members: 
29 
30 
Life members: 
62 
67 
Institutional members: 
182 
180 

651 
671 
Of the individual members 290 are also guarantors of the incorporated Company. Having remained relatively stable over the past three years last year’s fall of 22 in the number of non-institutional members is disappointing, and the Council remains committed to trying to increase the numbers involved in the Association’s activities.
4. ACTIVITIES DURING 2008. The following lectures were held in the rooms of the Society of Antiquaries from January to May and from October to December. 
2 January 2008: 
‘Castles as Past Culture: Living with Castles in the Post-Medieval World’ by Dr Sarah Speight. 
6 February 2008: 
'The Muiredach Master and the Sculpture of the Irish High Crosses' by Professor Roger Stalley.
5 March 2008: 
'The Archaeology of Leicester Abbey' by Richard Buckley.
2 April 2008: 
‘The Toddler, the Bishop and the Drawbridge: A Medieval Miracle at Conwy Castle' by Dr Jeremy Ashbee. 
7 May 2008: 
‘Much more a matter of trade than of art? Embroidery in 15th-century England’ by Dr Kate Heard. 
1 October 2008: 
‘Building in Stone at the Boundaries of the Latin Church c.950-c.1250' by Professor Eric Fernie. 
5 November 2008: 
'Recent work at Clarendon Palace, Wiltshire and its Landscape', by Professor Tom James. 
3 December 2008: 
‘A  Gothic Recusant Chapel and its Glazing' by Anna Eavis.
The Association particularly wishes to record its thanks to Dr Jeremy Ashbee for stepping in at

short notice in April. 
A Twelfth-Night Party was held after the 2 January lecture, the President hosted a reception after the 7 May lecture, and a drinks reception was held after the lecture on 1 October to celebrate the launch of the King’s Lynn Conference Transactions. 
The 2008 conference was held in Limerick, between 28 June and 2 July. Organised around the theme of ‘The Art, Archaeology and Architecture of Munster’, it was attended by 74 members and guests.  A total of 21 papers were read at the Jean Monnet Theatre at the University of Limerick, with additional site presentations as and where appropriate.  On the Sunday the Conference visited the Cathedral, Castle and Hunt Museum in Limerick. On Monday visits were made to Adare, Askeaton, and Glenstal Abbey, while on Tuesday the conference concentrated on Bunratty Castle, Dysert O Dea, Quin and Killaloe. A final excursion on the Wednesday took all those whose travel plans allowed it to Cashel and Holycross. The Association was honoured with receptions at Plassey House, for which the Association extends warm thanks to George Cunningham, and the Hunt Museum, where the director, Virginia Teehan, not only addressed the Association, but allowed the conference to wander through the museum galleries after hours and then provided dinner in a restaurant overlooking the Shannon. The gratitude owed by the Association to Virginia is very great indeed, and we would like to take this opportunity to extend our heartfelt thanks. A special vote of thanks is also owed to the Benedictine monks of Glenstal Abbey, whose hospitality extended to inviting the Association to attend a sung Latin Vespers in the monastic church, and entertaining the conference with a drinks reception and meal. We are immensely grateful to Brother Colmán Ó Clabaigh for arranging this. The President was in attendance throughout the conference, introducing proceedings and offering eloquent thanks to our various hosts. The Association wishes to record its gratitude to all those who helped open doors and assisted in the smooth running of the Conference, and in addition to those above wishes to single out Dr Rachel Moss, whose consistent help and advice was invaluable. Grateful thanks are also due to the site speakers, namely Richard Gem at Killaloe, and again, with Brian Hodkinson, at Limerick Cathedral, Roger Stalley at Killaloe, Askeaton Friary and Cashel, Tom McNeill at the casatles of Limerick and Adare, Rachel Moss at Killaloe, Dysert O Dea and Cashel, Michael O Neill at Askeaton and Quin, Jennifer Ni Ghrádaigh at Dysert O Dea, and Danielle O’Donovan and Colmán Ó Clabaigh at the Franciscan Friary at Adare, Brother Colmán having managed to persuade the local golf club to suspend play for the best part of an hour so as to enable the conference to negotiate the fairways to the ruined friary. Ultimately there are many individuals without whom the conference would have been very much the poorer, but the Association would particularly like to recognise the industry and resourcefulness of the Conference team, namely Roger Stalley, Conference Convenor, Karen Lundgren, Conference Organiser, and Natalie Hill, Conference Secretary in making this such a successful event. 
Preparations for the Canterbury Conference, to be held in July, 2009 are well in hand.
The Association also decided to hold a series of study days with the aim of encouraging students to engage with some of the methods and approaches employed by specialists in particular areas of the history of art, architecture and archaeology. The first of these was devoted to the White Tower at the Tower of London, and took place in June, taking advantage of the scaffolding then cladding the structure. It was organised by Jane Spooner and attended by over 20 students and members of the Association, nine of whom were awarded student scholarships. The Association wishes to thank Jane Spooner for taking on the role of organiser, and Jeremy Ashbee and Edward Impey for their invaluable help both before and during the event.

Two further study days are planned for 2009; a day devoted to medieval building stones at Holy Trinity, Bosham in March, and a day devoted to architectural woodwork at Lincoln Cathedral in October.
The Brick Section of the British Archaeological Association, formerly affiliated to the British Brick Society, has been dissolved, though the Association maintains good relations with the Society, and the arrangement whereby any life member of the Association might join the British Brick Society at no cost will continue to be honoured. The British Brick Society held its Annual General Meeting on 21 June at the Amberley Working Museum and toured the Museum after the meeting. Enquiries as to membership, and the 2009 programme, should be addressed to the Secretary Mick Oliver, 19 Woodcroft Avenue, Stanmore, Middlesex HA7 3PT.
The Association is represented on the Council for British Archaeology by David Stocker, on the York Archaeological Trust by Professor Peter Lock, on the Committee for the British Archaeological Awards by Laurence Keen, and on the Standing Conference of National Period Societies by Dr Ron Baxter. Laurence Keen represents the Association on The Standing Conference on Portable Antiquities. 
The members of the Association continue to enjoy the privilege of reading in the library of the Society of Antiquaries. The reciprocal arrangement whereby the Association and the Royal Archaeological Institute allow attendance at each other’s lectures also continues. The Association is delighted to note award of an O.B.E to Professor Richard Fawcett - and was much saddened in the course of the year to hear of the deaths of two serving members of Council, Christa Grossinger and Thomas Cocke, along with the Association’s longest-serving Vice-President, George (Jerzy) Zarnecki. They will be much missed.
5. PUBLICATIONS. The Journal of the British Archaeological Association for 2008 (Volume 161) included articles on the Bewcastle Cross, Henry III’s involvement in the design of Westminster Abbey, and the Danse Macabre in Late Medieval Paris. It was distributed to members in November 2008. During the year one volume of the Conference Transactions series was also published – King’s Lynn and the Fens: Medieval Art, Architecture and Archaeology. The Association is extremely grateful to the editor, John McNeill, for bringing this volume to fruition.
6. THE OCHS SCHOLARSHIP. The Ochs Scholarship, set up with a generous bequest from Miss Maud Lilian Ochs, is intended to enable students and other scholars to complete theses and research projects. The Council was delighted to award the first scholarships in May, 1995. From the twelve applications received for the 2008 scholarship three awards were made: 

Lydia Carr

Tessa Verney Wheeler: Women and Archaeology Before World War II (£500)
Simon Davies
Monumental Figurative Sculpture in Constantinople during the 9th and 12th Centuries (£3,450)

Dragana Mladenovic
The Romanisation of the Roman Province of Moesia Superior (£3,050)
All but five of the twenty-six 1995-2007 scholars have now completed their theses or research projects - three of them current and two (for 1996 and 1998) abandoned. Advertisements for the 2009 scholarships were circulated in late 2008. 
7. FUTURE CONFERENCES. The Council has agreed on a provisional programme for future conferences. Although the precise dates of the later conferences have yet to be decided, the cities and regions covered will be Canterbury (18-22 July, 2009), Newcastle and Northumberland (17-21 July, 2010), and Krakow (June, 2011).
In an entirely separate initiative, one of the Association’s members, John Osborn, has generously offered to help the Association launch what it hopes will become a biennial series of International Conferences concerned with Romanesque art and architecture. The first conference will be held in London over the long weekend 9-11 April, 2010, and will address the theme Retrospection in the art and architecture of Romanesque Europe. The Association will also organise a second conference based in Palermo in Spring, 2012, concerned with Romanesque and the Eastern Mediterranean. Thereafter we hope other European bodies will come forward to organise and host future conferences.

Following the passing of the Charities Act 2006, there must be an identifiable benefit to the public, or a section of the public, arising from the work of charities. The Association's Council confirms it has referred to the Charity Commission's guidance on public benefit and the interpretation and preservation of British history and heritage when reviewing the Association's aims, and in planning future activities and our scholarship award policy for the year.
