ANNUAL REPORT OF THE COUNCIL FOR THE YEAR ENDED
31 DECEMBER 2007
1. CONSTITUTION AND AIMS. The British Archaeological Association is a registered company limited by guarantee (no. 2747476) and a registered charity (no. 1014821). It is concerned to promote and further the study of archaeology and the preservation of antiquities, to carry out and encourage research into art, architecture and antiquities, and to publish material in furtherance of its activities. The Association organises an annual lecture programme and conference, and publishes an annual Journal in addition to the Transactions of its conferences. 

2. GOVERNING BODY. The Officers and Members of the Council are the Board of Directors of the Limited Company and the Trustees of the Charity. The Officers and Members of Council during 2007 were as follows. 
President: 
Nicola Coldstream, M.A., Ph.D., F.S.A. (to 3 October)

Peter Draper, F.S.A. (from 3 October)
Vice-Presidents: 
     Past Presidents:
Sir David Wilson, M.A., Litt.D., Fil.Dr., Dr Phil., F.B.A., F.S.A., F.R.Hist.S. (1963-68) 

Professor Peter Kidson, M.A., Ph.D., F.S.A. (1980-82) 

Richard D.H. Gem, O.B.E., M.A., Ph.D., F.S.A. (1983-89) 

Laurence J. Keen, O.B.E., M.Phil., F.S.A., F.R.Hist.S., M.I.F.A. (1989-2004)

Nicola Coldstream, M.A., Ph.D., F.S.A. (from 3 October)
     Elected:
John Cherry, M.A., F.S.A., F.R.Hist.S. 

John Coales, F.S.A. (to 6 October)

Brian K. Davison, O.B.E., B.A., F.S.A., M.I.F.A. 

Peter Draper, F.S.A. (to 3 October)

Professor Eric Fernie, C.B.E., B.A., F.B.A., F.S.A., F.R.S.E. 

William Filmer-Sankey, M.A., D.Phil., F.S.A. 

Michael F. Flint, F.S.A. 

B. Graham Maney 

Kenneth S. Painter, M.A., F.S.A. 

Glenys Phillips, M.D. 

Professor George Zarnecki, C.B.E., Ph.D., D.Litt.., F.B.A., F.S.A., F.R.Hist.S. 
Honorary Director: 
Jennifer S. Alexander, B.A., Ph.D., F.S.A.
Honorary Secretary:
John McNeill, M.A., F.S.A., F.R.Hist.S.
Honorary Assistant Secretary: 
António da Cruz, B.Eng. 
Honorary Treasurer: 
John Dunlop, B.A., F.C.M.A.
Honorary Membership Secretary: 
John Jenkins 
Honorary Editor: 
Professor Martin Henig, M.A., D.Phil., D.Litt., F.S.A. (to 3 October)

Julian Luxford, M.A., Ph.D., F.S.A., F.R.Hist.S. (from 3 October)
Honorary Assistant Editor:
Lauren T. Gilmour, M.A., Ph.D., F.S.A., A.M.A. (to 3 October)

Kathleen Lane, B.A., B.A., M.A., Ph.D. (from 3 October)
Honorary Reviews Editor: 
Julian Munby, B.A., F.S.A. (to 3 October)

Jeremy Ashbee, M.A., Ph.D., F.S.A. (from 3 October)
Honorary Transactions Editor:
Sarah Brown, M.A., F.S.A., F.R.Hist.S.
Honorary Conference Organiser:
Karen Lundgren, M.A.
Honorary Conference Secretary:
Kate Heard, M.A., Ph.D. (to 3 October)

Natalie Hill, B.A. (acting, from 3 October)
Honorary Publicity Officer: 
Richard Plant, B.A., Ph.D.
Council Members:
Alixe Bovey, Ph.D. (from 3 October)

Marian Campbell, M.A., F.S.A. (to 3 October)

Thomas Cocke, M.A., Ph.D., F.S.A.


Carol Davidson Cragoe, Ph.D. (from 3 October)

David Gaimster, Ph.D., F.S.A. (to 3 October)

Professor Lindy Grant, M.A., Ph.D., F.S.A., F.R.Hist.S.


Christa Grössinger, Ph.D., F.S.A.

Jackie Hall, M.A., Ph.D., M.I.F.A.

Richard K. Morris, B.A., Ph.D., F.S.A.

Kathryn Morrison, M.A., F.S.A. (from 3 October)

Zoe Opačić, B.A., M.A., Ph.D. (from 4 October)

Barrie Singleton, B.A., M.A. (to 3 October)

Jane Spooner, B.A., M.A.


Charles Tracy, B.A., Ph.D., F.S.A. (from 3 October)
The Council met on 7 February, 2 May, 3 October and 5 December. The AGM was held on 3 October. 
3. MEMBERSHIP The membership at 31 December, 2007 was as follows 

2007 
2006 
Ordinary members: 
246 
241 
Retired members: 
148 
150 
Student members: 
30 
27 
Life members: 
67 
69 
Institutional members: 
180 
180 

671 
667 
Of the individual members 288 are also guarantors of the incorporated Company. Having fallen slightly over the previous two years membership numbers now seem to have stabilised, and the Council remains committed to trying to increase the numbers involved in the Association’s activities.
4. ACTIVITIES DURING 2007. The following lectures were held in the rooms of the Linnean Society, Geological Society and Society of Antiquaries from January to May and from October to December. 
3 January 2007: 
‘Lichfield as an artistic production centre in the 8th and 9th centuries: the manuscript evidence and the Lichfield angel’ by Dr Michelle Brown. 
7 February 2007: 
'The survey of Sussex church monuments: preliminary findings' by Professor Nigel Llewellyn.
7 March 2007: 
'Fulk Nerra's donjons: the road to Dover' by Dr Pamela Marshall.
4 April 2007: 
‘Making friends on the borders: Cistercian strategies from northern Europe in the 12th-14th centuries' by Dr Emilia Jamroziak. 
2 May 2007: 
‘Horror Vacui: framing the dead on Roman sarcophagi’ by Dr Verity Platt. 
3 October 2007: 
‘The Norwich Book of the Dead: the decorated bosses of Norwich cathedral cloister (1316-1329)' by Sally Mittuch. 
7 November 2007: 
'Apethorpe Hall, restoration and investigation', by Peter Smith. 
5 December 2007: 
‘Medieval chantry chapels: an archaeological perspective' by Dr Simon Roffey. 
A Twelfth-Night Party was held after the 3 January lecture and the President hosted a reception after the 2 May lecture. 
The 2007 conference was held in Coventry, between 21 and 25 July. Organised around the theme of ‘Medieval Art, Architecture and Archaeology in Coventry and its Vicinity’, it was attended by 109 members and guests.  A total of 21 papers were read at the Goldstein Lecture Theatre at Coventry University, with additional site presentations as and where appropriate.  On the Saturday the Conference visited the Herbert Museum and Art Gallery. On Sunday visits were made to St Michael's, Holy Trinity and the Priory Visitor Centre (all in Coventry), along with Combe Abbey, while on Monday the conference concentrated on those medieval buildings in Coventry it had not visited the previous day, specifically the Whitefriars, St John the Baptist's church, St John's Hospital and St Mary's Guildhall. Visits on the Tuesday and Wednesday took in the surviving elements of Coventry's Charterhouse, along with the castle and abbey at Kenilworth and the former collegiate church of St Mary at Astley. The Association was honoured with receptions at the Herbert Museum, where Roger Vaughan, Arts and Heritage Officer for Coventry City Council, welcomed the Association, St Mary's Guildhall, where the Lord Mayor of Coventry, Councillor Dave Batten, addressed the Association, and Kenilworth Castle, where Loraine Knowles and David Robinson of English Heritage spoke on behalf of the hosts. The President was in attendance throughout the conference, introducing proceedings and offering eloquent thanks to our various hosts, as well as herself holding a reception and dinner at the Coombe Abbey Hotel on the Sunday evening. The Association would like to record its gratitude to all those who helped open doors and assisted in the smooth running of the Conference, and in addition to those above wishes to thank Dr John Gledhill and Natasha Gittins at Coventry University, George Demidowicz and Mark Singlehurst of Coventry City Council, Chris Kirby and Paul Thompson at the Herbert Art Gallery and Museum, Mark Twissell and George Wilkinson at St Mary's Guildhall, Jo Hibbard at Coventry Cathedral, Lynn Jones at Holy Trinity Coventry, Reverend Paul Such at St John the Baptist, Coventry, Bethany Ryan at Coombe Abbey, Irene Cooke at the Coventry Charterhouse, Irene Potter, Norman Stevens and members of the Kenilworth History and Archaeology Society at Kenilworth Abbey, Jennifer Higgins at St Nicholas, Kenilworth, Dr Simon Thurley, Steve Bax and Emery's Caterers at Kenilworth Castle, Jeanette Sutton at St Mary, Astley, and two guest speakers, John Burbidge at Holy Trinity, Coventry, and Brian Dix at Kenilworth Castle. Grateful thanks are also due to the Conference team, namely Richard Morris and Linda Monckton, Conference Convenors, Karen Lundgren, Conference Organiser, and Kate Heard, Conference Secretary. Ultimately there are many individuals without whom the conference would have been much the poorer, but the Association would particularly like to recognise the extraordinary industry and resourcefulness of the convenors, one of them eight months pregnant at the time of the conference, in making this such a successful event. 
Preparations for the Limerick Conference, to be held in late June and early July, are well in hand. 
The Brick Section of the British Archaeological Association, formerly affiliated to the British Brick Society, has been dissolved, though the Association maintains good relations with the Society, and the arrangement whereby any life member of the Association might join the British Brick Society at no cost will continue to be honoured. The British Brick Society held its Annual General Meeting on 16 June in Sudbury, followed by a visit to Sudbury Hall (Derbyshire). Enquiries as to membership, and the 2008 programme, should be addressed to the Secretary Mike Oliver, 19 Woodcroft Avenue, Stanmore, Middlesex HA7 3PT.
The Association is represented on the Council for British Archaeology by David Stocker, on the York Archaeological Trust by Professor Peter Lock, on the Committee for the British Archaeological Awards by Laurence Keen, and on the Standing Conference of National Period Societies by Dr Ron Baxter. Laurence Keen represents the Association on The Standing Conference on Portable Antiquities. 
The members of the Association continue to enjoy the privilege of reading in the library of the Society of Antiquaries. The reciprocal arrangement whereby the Association and the Royal Archaeological Institute allow attendance at each other’s lectures also continues. The Association is delighted to note award of an M.B.E to Richard Halsey - and was much saddened to hear of the death of John Coales in October.
5. PUBLICATIONS. The Journal of the British Archaeological Association for 2007 (Volume 160) included articles on Croxden Abbey, the funeral and tomb effigies of Katherine of Valois and Henry V, and the Power of Peak Castle. It was distributed to members in October 2007. During the year one volume of the Conference Transactions series was also published - Mainz and the Middle Rhine Valley: Medieval Art, Architecture and Archaeology. The Association is extremely grateful to its editors, Ute Engel and Alexandra Gajewski, for patiently bringing this volume to fruition, and wishes to express its delight on hearing the news that following its publication Dr Ute Engel has been invited to participate in a project on the Kunstgeographie of the Middle Rhine valley.
6. THE OCHS SCHOLARSHIP. The Ochs Scholarship, set up with a generous bequest from Miss Maud Lilian Ochs, is intended to enable students and other scholars to complete theses and research projects. The Council was delighted to award the first scholarships in May, 1995. From the four applications received for the 2007 scholarship two awards were made: 

Andreas Puth: 'Imitatio Caroli' and 'Imitatio Rudolphi'? Reconsidering Habsburg Dynastic Representation c.1360 to c.1490 (£4,000)

Saskia Stevens: City Boundaries and Urban Expansion in Roman Italy: First Century BC to 
Second Century AD (£3,000)
All but four of the twenty-four 1995-2006 scholars have now completed their theses or research projects - two of them current and two (for 1996 and 1998) abandoned. Advertisements for the 2008 scholarships were circulated in late 2007. 
7. FUTURE CONFERENCES. The Council has agreed on a provisional programme for future conferences. Although the precise dates of the later conferences have yet to be decided, the cities and regions covered will be Limerick (28 June-2 July, 2008), Canterbury (July, 2009), and Newcastle and Tynedale (July, 2010).
