ANNUAL REPORT OF THE COUNCIL FOR THE YEAR ENDED
31 DECEMBER 2006
1. CONSTITUTION AND AIMS. The British Archaeological Association is a registered company limited by guarantee (no. 2747476) and a registered charity (no. 1014821). It is concerned to promote and further the study of archaeology and the preservation of antiquities, to carry out and encourage research into art, architecture and antiquities, and to publish material in furtherance of its activities. The Association organises an annual lecture programme and conference, and publishes an annual Journal in addition to the Transactions of its conferences. 

2. GOVERNING BODY. The Officers and Members of the Council are the Board of Directors of the Limited Company and the Trustees of the Charity. The Officers and Members of Council during 2006 were as follows. 
President: 
 Nicola Coldstream, M.A., Ph.D., F.S.A.
Vice-Presidents: 
     Past Presidents:
Sir David Wilson, M.A,. Litt.D., Fil.Dr., Dr Phil., F.B.A., F.S.A., F.R.Hist.S. (1963-68) 

Professor Peter Kidson, M.A., Ph.D., F.S.A. (1980-82) 

Richard D.H. Gem, O.B.E., M.A., Ph.D., F.S.A. (1983-89) 

Laurence J. Keen, O.B.E., M.PhiI., F.S.A., F.R.Hist.S., M.I.F.A. (1989—2004)
     Elected:
John Cherry, M.A., F.S.A., F.R.Hist.S. 

John Coales, F.S.A. 

Brian K. Davison, O.B.E., B.A., F.S.A., M.I.F.A. 

Peter Draper, F.S.A. 

Professor Eric Fernie, C.B.E., B.A., F.B.A., F.S.A., F.R.S.E. 

William Filmer-Sankey, MA, D.Phil., F.S.A. 

Michael F. Flint, F.S.A. 

B. Graham Maney 

Kenneth S. Painter, M.A., F.S.A. 

Glenys Phillips, M.D. 

Professor George Zarnecki, C.B.E., Ph.D., D.Litt.., F.B.A., F.S.A., F.R.Hist.S. 
Honorary Director: 
Jennifer S. Alexander, B.A., Ph.D., F.S.A.
Honorary Secretary:
John McNeill, M.A., F.S.A.
Honorary Assistant Secretary: 
Antonio da Cruz, B.Eng. 
Honorary Treasurer: 
John Dunlop, B.A., F.C.M.A.
Honorary Membership Secretary: 
John Jenkins 
Honorary Editor: 
Martin Henig, M.A., D.PhiI., D.Litt., F.S.A. 
Honorary Assistant Editor:
Lauren T. Gilmour, M.A., Ph.D., F.S.A., A.M.A. 
Honorary Reviews Editor: 
Julian Munby, B.A., F.S.A.
Honorary Transactions Editor:
Sarah Brown, M.A., F.S.A. 
Honorary Conference Organiser:
Karen Lundgren, M.A.
Honorary Conference Secretary:
Kate Heard, M.A., Ph.D.
Honorary Publicity Officer: 
Rosemary Wells, B.Ed. (to 4 October)

Richard Plant, B.A., Ph.D. (from 4 October)
Council Members:
Jeremy Ashbee, M.A., Ph.D.

Steven Brindle, M.A., D.Phil., F.S.A. (to 4 October)

Marian Campbell, M.A., F.S.A.

Bridget Cherry, B.A., F.S.A., O.B.E. (to 4 October)

Thomas Cocke, M.A., Ph.D., F.S.A.

David Gaimster, Ph.D., F.S.A.


Professor Lindy Grant, M.A., Ph.D., F.S.A., F.R.Hist.S.


Christa Grössinger, Ph.D.

Jackie Hall, M.A., Ph.D., M.I.F.A.

Kathleen Lane, B.A., B.A., M.A., Ph.D. (to 4 October)

Richard K. Morris, B.A., Ph.D., F.S.A.

Zoe Opačić, B.A., M.A., Ph.D. (from 4 October)

Richard Plant, B.A., Ph.D. (to 4 October)

Barrie Singleton, B.A., M.A.

Jane Spooner, B.A., M.A.
The Council met on 1 February, 3 May, 4 October and 6 December. The AGM was held on 4 October. 
3. MEMBERSHIP The membership at 31 December, 2005 was as follows 

2006 
2005 
Ordinary members: 
241 
257 
Retired members: 
150 
155 
Student members: 
27 
24 
Life members: 
69 
71 
Institutional members: 
180 
176 

667 
683 
280 of the individual members are also guarantors of the incorporated Company. The effect of the rise in subscription rates, which came into force in 2005, may have contributed to the slight fall in membership. Nonetheless, the Council remains committed to trying to increase the numbers involved in the Association’s activities.
4. ACTIVITIES DURING 2006. The following lectures were held in the rooms of the Society of Antiquaries from January to May and from October to December. 
4 January 2006: 
‘Breton Craftsmen in Tudor Devon’ by Dr John Allan. 
1 February 2006: 
'The Chapter House Vestibule and Masons' Drawing Loft at York Minster' by Dr. Kate Giles.
1 March 2006: 
'Brunel and Paddington Station' by Dr Steven Brindle.
5 April 2006: 
‘The Aisleless Cruciform Plan: Augustinian and Other Canons' Churches in Romanesque Europe' by Jill Franklin. 
3 May 2006: 
‘Writing a Cathedral Monograph: The Case of Worcester Cathedral’ by Dr Ute Engel. 
4 October 2006: 
‘Constructing Identity in European Architecture: The 13th-Century Church of S. Maria in Aracoeli, Headquarters of the Franciscan Order in Rome' by Dr Claudia Bolgia. 
1 November 2006: 
'The Development of Elizebethan Chatsworth', by Dr. Gillian White. 
6 December 2006: 
‘Reconstructing York Minster in the 11th and 12th Centuries' by Dr Christopher Norton and Stuart Harrison. 
The Association particularly wishes to record its thanks to Dr. Steven Brindle for stepping in at short notice in March. 

A Twelfth-Night Party was held after the 4 January lecture and the President hosted a reception after the 3 May lecture. 
The 2006 conference was held in Prague, between 7 and 12 July. Organised around the theme of ‘Medieval Art and Architecture in Prague and Bohemia’, it was attended by 102 members and guests.  A total of 16 papers were read at the Akademie vĕd České Republiky (Czech Academy of Sciences), with additional site presentations as and where appropriate.  On the Saturday the Conference visited Prague castle, where it divided its time between the cathedral, St George's and royal palace. On Sunday visits were made to the castles of Křivoklát and Karlstein, while on Monday the conference concentrated on the old and new towns or Prague, and divided into two groups so as to facilitate access to a number of Romanesque basements, before moving on to the Emmaus monastery, church of Our Lady of the Snows, Agnes Cloister, Staranová Synagogue and Týn Church. The last full day of visits, on the Tuesday took in St Bartholomew at Kolín, along with the churches of St James and St Barbara at Kutná Hora and the Matthias Rejsek stone house and well, Hrádek and Corpus Christi. The Association was honoured with a reception at the House by the Stone Bell in Prague, where Lubomír Konečný, Director of the Institute for Art History at the Czech Academy of Sciences, welcomed the Association, and enjoyed a concert courtesy of the Cantica ensemble at St Barbara's, Kutná Hora. The President was in attendance throughout the conference, introducing proceedings and offering eloquent thanks to our host, the Czech Academy on behalf of the Association. The Association would like to record its gratitude to all those who helped open doors and assisted in the smooth running of the Conference, particularly Milena Bartlová, Jan Juzová, Hana Logan, Jan Škoda and Vít Vlnas  in Prague, L. Frencl at Křivoklát, Hana Hlavačková, Milada Studničková and Jaromír Kubů at Karlstien, and Aleš Pospíšil and Jan Chlíbec at Kutná Hora. Grateful thanks are also due to the Conference team, namely Klára Benešovská and Zoe Opačić, Conference Convenors, Karen Lundgren, Conference Organiser, and Kate Heard, Conference Secretary. There is also one other individual without whom the conference would have been much the poorer, Professor Paul Crossley, whose extemporary site presentations were a source of great enlightenment, and whose more general interventions were significant in the wider success of the conference. Finally, the Association would like to recognise the achievement of Zoe Opačić, who was the prime mover behind the Association visiting Prague, and whose vision this conference represents. The Association extends grateful thanks to all.

Preparations for the Coventry Conference, to be held in July 2007, are well in hand. 
The Brick Section of the British Archaeological Association, formerly affiliated to the British Brick Society, has been dissolved, though the Association maintains good relations with the Society, and the arrangement whereby any life member of the Association might join the British Brick Society at no cost will continue to be honoured. The British Brick Society held its Annual General Meeting on 17 June at the Bursledon Brickworks Museum, Swanwick (Hampshire). 
The Association is represented on the Council for British Archaeology by David Stocker, on the York Archaeological Trust by Professor Peter Lock, on the Committee for the British Archaeological Awards by Brian Davison, and on the Standing Conference of National Period Societies by Dr Ron Baxter. Laurence Keen represents the Association on The Standing Conference on Portable Antiquities. 
The members of the Association continue to enjoy the privilege of reading in the library of the Society of Antiquaries. The reciprocal arrangement whereby the Association and the Royal Archaeological Institute allow attendance at each other’s lectures also continues. The Association is delighted to note award of an O.B.E to John Coales - and was much saddened to hear of the tragically early death of John Higgitt in December.
5. PUBLICATIONS. The Journal of the British Archaeological Association for 2006 (Volume 159) was a special volume dedicated to the Medieval Cloister in England and Wales. Given that the Association can only afford to publish journals above a certain length by dipping into its own reserves, it was necessary to secure outside support before we could contemplate going ahead with a volume on this scale. John Osborn agreed to take on this role of sponsor, indeed to underwrite the whole of the cost overrun. Without his generosity a BAA cloisters volume on this scale would have been quite impossible and the Association extend its heartfelt thanks. The volume was distributed to members in January 2007.
6. THE OCHS SCHOLARSHIP. The Ochs Scholarship, set up with a generous bequest from Miss Maud Lilian Ochs, is intended to enable students and other scholars to complete theses and research projects. The Council was delighted to award the first scholarships in May, 1995. From the eight applications received for the 2006 scholarship two awards were made: 

Stephen Hanley: The Function and Meaning of Optical Devices in the Practice of Jan van Eyck (£3,000)

Heather Gilderdale Scott: The Stained Glass of Great Malvern Priory (Worcs.) c.1430-
1501(£1,595)
All but three of the twenty-two 1995-2005 scholars have now completed their theses or research projects. Advertisements for the 2007 scholarships were circulated in late 2006. 
7. FUTURE CONFERENCES. The Council has agreed on a provisional programme for future conferences. Although the precise dates of the later conferences have yet to be decided, the cities and regions covered will be Coventry (21-25 July, 2007), Limerick (28 June-2 July, 2008) and Canterbury (July, 2009).
