BRITISH ARCHAEOLOGICAL ASSOCIATION ANNUAL CONFERENCE
ABERDEEN 2014

12.00 Saturday 19 July- 15.00 Wednesday 23 July

TIMING

The conference will open at 12.00 for registration and sandwich lunch in the Linklater Rooms (by Elphinstone Hall, Regent Walk), and lectures will begin at 13.50 in the Regent Lecture Theatre. The conference will conclude on Wednesday 23 July, after lunch in the Craig Suite. Concluding remarks at 14.10 but the room will remain available until 15.00. For those staying an extra day (Thur 24 July) to visit Pictish sculpture, the bus will return to Aberdeen by about 6pm, via the station, and earlier via Arbroath station.
LOCATION

The conference is based at Aberdeen University. Lectures will be in the Regent Lecture Theatre, with meals and receptions taking place around the campus. Two full days will be away on bus tours.
LECTURES

The conference’s academic convenors are Professor Jane Geddes (Aberdeen), Professor Richard Fawcett (St Andrews) and Professor Richard Oram (Stirling). Lectures will cover topics on medieval Aberdeen,  the church in north-east Scotland, castles, cathedrals, manuscripts and furnishings. In an area devastated by the Reformation, we aim to bring life and colour back to the middle ages. Speakers include David Ditchburn, Andrew Spicer, Richard Fawcett, Ali Cameron, Jane Geddes, John Goodall, Shannon Fraser, Fern Insh, Julian Luxford, Marlene Hennessy, Lizzie Swarbrick, Tom Turpie, Stephen Holmes, Miles Kerr Petersen, Penny Dransart, Charles Burnett, Ian Campbell, and Aidan Harrison.

SITE VISITS

In Aberdeen there will be walking tours to King’s Chapel, St Machar’s cathedral, and an option to visit St Nicholas parish church. There will also be a highlight show of medieval treasures on display at our final lunch: a marriage chest for James IV and Margaret Tudor, newly discovered panels of medieval carving, the portrait of the University’s founder, Bishop William Elphinstone. The bus trips will be to  Elgin Cathedral, Spynie Palace, and Pluscarden Abbey  where we are invited to tea and vespers. Castle day will include Monymusk church and Pictish stone, Kildrummy and Huntly Castles. In the evening we will have exclusive access to Fyvie Castle where we shall have dinner in the great hall. On the final afternoon, there will be opportunity to visit St Nicholas Church, the Mitherkirk of Aberdeen with medieval remains. 
The formal conference is mainly dealing with the high middle ages, but the Picts have contributed outstanding original sculpture from the 7-9C. An optional extra day, Thursday 24 July, is scheduled for a minibus tour to several sites in Angus, including Meigle and St Vigeans, led by Jane Geddes.  This optional day tour is now full, and no more applications are being accepted, but space remains on the full conference 19th-23rd July.
TRAVEL

Aberdeen is well connected by train and plane. Trains from London take about 7 hours, so it may be easier and cheaper to fly. As an oil capital, it is well served from Heathrow, Gatwick London City and Luton (but not Stansted), and numerous hubs around the country. http://www.aberdeenairport.com/flight-information/destinations-and-airlines.  Driving is 2.5-3 hours beyond Edinburgh and Glasgow. Megabus provides the cheapest option. Getting to the campus: http://www.abdn.ac.uk/maps/travel.php.  Bus no.20, from Union St,  is the only one which goes directly to Hillhead. From the airport, it is best to take a taxi (about £15). People taking the optional trip to Angus on Thursday may be dropped off at Arbroath station or brought back to Aberdeen. 
ACCOMMODATION

We will be staying in the newly-refurbished student accommodation at Hillhead. Set in parkland, this campus is about 20 minutes walk beside the river and cathedral to Old Aberdeen. For your stroll, we can guarantee continuous daylight, but not continuous sunshine. There is also a bus service.  The rooms are single ensuite, grouped in flats of 5 around a kitchen and social space.  Delegates are welcome to arrange their own accommodation if you prefer, but aim to stay close to Old Aberdeen which is a medieval enclave north of the city centre. Parking is available at Hillhead.
FOOD

We shall have sandwich lunches either indoors or as picnics on the trips (with shelter) + teas and coffees. On the first night we have a tour and reception  in King’s Chapel, followed by a walk to the Manchurian Chinese restaurant at Causewayend. Please indicate on your application form if you have specific problems with Chinese food. Sunday night will be a buffet at the fine NeoClassical Thainstone Hotel, enroute from Pluscarden. The Principal of Aberdeen University Sir Ian Diamond, has kindly sponsored the Chapel reception and  Monday’s dinner in the James Mackay Hall  on campus, while Tuesday is the gala night at Fyvie Castle. The last lunch will be in the Craig Suite in the new Sir Duncan Rice Library, with amazing views over the cathedral, chapel and sea. 
DIETARY REQUIREMENTS

Our professional caterers are used to dealing with dietary requirements. Please make your wishes clear on the application form. 
ACCESS

Our venues all have disabled access, apart from a flight of stairs at Fyvie. There will be some scrambling around Kildrummy, Elgin and Spynie sites. Please wear sensible shoes and bring waterproof kit, just in case. Please contact the conference organisers if you require assistance. We should have disabled parking available on the campus near the lectures. 
STUDENT SCHOLARSHIPS 

A limited number of scholarships will be available for students covering the conference fee and accommodation (which may be shared).  

Please apply by Friday 11 April , by email attaching a CV and at least one reference to Lizzie Swarbrick  on es94@st-andrews.ac.uk 
We continue to be very grateful indeed to delegates who add donations for the student scholarships to their booking form. 
COST 

The Conference Fee is £260 for BAA delegates, to include 4 dinners, 5 lunches, 2 teas/coffees and busses for 2 days. Hillhead Halls of Residence are £36.50 single, ensuite, per night. For non members the fee is £265, to include temporary membership required for the Association’s charitable status. The minibus trip to see Pictish sculpture in Angus costs £10.00 for the bus+ your own lunch at local cafe en route. Please pay for the Pictish option with a separate cheque. It will be returned to you if the tour is oversubscribed.
BOOKING AND NEXT

Booking forms and cheques should be sent to LIZZIE SWARBRICK School of Art History, University of St Andrews, 79 North Street, St Andrews, Fife, KY16 9AL  by FRIDAY 11 April, 2014. Delegates outside the UK may pay via Paypal.  We will thereafter use your email as the main means of contact.  If you do not have an email, please send TWO saes.  We will email/post conﬁrmation of your booking within 7 days and the joining instructions with provisional programme will be sent mid June. Email enquiries to Lizzie Swarbrick: es94@st-andrews.ac.uk. Urgent phone enquiries to Jane Geddes 01224-273784.
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