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BRITISH ARCHAEOLOGICAL ASSOCIATION CONFERENCE

ABERDEEN, SATURDAY 19 JULY - WEDNESDAY 23 JULY
STUDENT SCHOLARSHIPS

LOCATION

The conference is based at Aberdeen University. Lectures will be in the Regent Lecture Theatre, with meals and receptions taking place around the campus. Two full days will be away on bus tours.

LECTURES

The conference’s academic convenors are Professor Jane Geddes (Aberdeen), Professor Richard Fawcett (St Andrews) and Professor Richard Oram (Stirling). Lectures will cover topics on medieval Aberdeen,  the church in north-east Scotland, castles, cathedrals, manuscripts and furnishings. In an area devastated by the Reformation, we aim to bring life and colour back to the Middle Ages. Speakers include David Ditchburn, Andrew Spicer, Richard Fawcett, Ali Cameron, Jane Geddes, John Goodall, Shannon Fraser, Fern Insh, Julian Luxford, Marlene Hennessy, Lizzie Swarbrick, Tom Turpie, Stephen Holmes, Miles Kerr Petersen, Penny Dransart, Charles Burnett, Ian Campbell, and Aidan Harrison.

SITE VISITS

In Aberdeen there will be walking tours to King’s Chapel, St Machar’s cathedral, and an option to visit St Nicholas parish church. There will also be a highlight show of medieval treasures on display at our final lunch: a marriage chest for James IV and Margaret Tudor, newly discovered panels of medieval carving, the portrait of the University’s founder, Bishop William Elphinstone. The bus trips will be to Elgin Cathedral, Spynie Palace, and Pluscarden Abbey  where we are invited to tea and vespers. Castle day will include Monymusk church and Pictish stone, Kildrummy and Huntly Castles. In the evening we will have exclusive access to Fyvie Castle where we shall have dinner in the great hall. On the final afternoon, there will be opportunity to visit St Nicholas Church, the Mitherkirk of Aberdeen with medieval remains. 

APPLICATION FOR SCHOLARSHIPS

Applications are invited for student scholarships. The conference will run from lunchtime on Saturday 19 July to 3pm Wednesday 23 July and scholarships will be awarded only to those who attend the conference in its entirety. 
The scholarship will cover the entire conference fee which includes lectures, site visits, sandwich lunches, teas and coffees and dinners, maps and plans. Applicants who live beyond commuting distance from Aberdeen may also apply for accommodation at Hillhead. Depending on demand, some support for travel money may also be available.
Applicants should send 1) a CV and 2) a letter of application setting out in detail why they wish to attend the conference with information about their studies and travel costs. These should be sent to the conference organiser j.geddes@abdn.ac.uk. Also, please arrange to have one academic letter of reference emailed to the same address under separate cover.  Please note that it is your responsibility to ensure that the reference arrives by the deadline: the BAA will not chase references.

The closing date is 11 April. Applicants will be informed of the result by 18 April 2014, and will be sent the booking form to complete.
Scholarships will be allocated by the conference convenors and are usually given to those studying medieval art and architecture at post-graduate level. The scholarships are funded by the generosity of BAA members and the number of scholarships varies according to funds available (usually around 6). Successful applicants are expected to join the BAA if not already members, may be required to write about the conference for the BAA web site, and may be asked to lend a hand with domestic arrangements during the conference.

Apart from scholarships, there will be no student discounts available. For a reduced fee of £100, delegates may attend the lectures only. This fee provides lunch on lecture days (Saturday, Monday and Wednesday), but no dinners or bus trips. All BAA members are sent the booking form. Members and Non-members may download a form from the website. 
