BRITISH ARCHAEOLOGICAL ASSOCIATION CONFERENCE,  ABERDEEN
JULY 2014


JOINING INSTRUCTIONS
We are very much looking forward to seeing you at the conference this year, starting at 13.50 on Saturday 19th July and ending on Wednesday 23st July at around 2pm.

REGISTRATION
Members of the conference team will be at the Linklater Room, King’s College, for registration from noon.  You will be given a full programme and delegate list in your conference pack then.  You will also sign up to your tour groups. Sandwich lunch will be available in the Linklater Room. Come early and have time to browse the book stall set up in a nearby room, Regent Building G11. The programme will begin at 13.50 sharp in the Regent Lecture Theatre, next to the book stall. 

LOCATION OF REGISTRATION and LECTURES

Please note that there is no parking on the campus (except for pre-booked disabled drivers). Most delegates will therefore be walking or taking the bus from Hillhead Halls of Residence, about 20 minutes away on foot. If you would like an escort for the first walk, a BAA assistant will await you at the New Carnegie Court reception, departing at 12.30.  Linklater Room is part of the Elphinstone Hall complex in the centre of the campus, off the lawn just north of the Chapel. It can be reached either down the High Street of Old Aberdeen, or from King Street, up Regent Walk. The book stall and lecture theatre are in Regent Building, immediately across Regent Walk.  There are copious toilets and cloakroom facilities by the Linklater Room. Although there is physically space to dump baggage here, it is NOT recommended. The BAA take no responsibility for its safety, and you will be moving from this venue into town for supper afterwards. You are strongly recommended to check in with your baggage to Hillhead before coming to the talks.
ACCOMMODATION at HILLHEAD HALLS of RESIDENCE.

Check in and facilities. Check in at Reception in New Carnegie Court. This is open 24 hours. You will be given a room and swipe key. Single rooms with ensuite facilities (towels included) are in groups of 5 per flat. Each flat has shared catering facilities, if you want to bring your special teas etc. Continental breakfast will either be brought to your flat or be served in the Dome (due to catering refurbishments, exact arrangements will become clear at the time). There is a convenience store on the campus for water and essentials. The campus administrators will assign your rooms. 
Hillhead Management contact: Reception: 01224 274000. 
Car Parking. There is ample free parking at Hillhead. The car parks are around the periphery, so turn sharp left as you enter the main entrance to access the parking ring road. For New Carnegie Court, stop at the first carpark if available, because that is the nearest to Reception. Delegates are strongly advised NOT to drive to the Old Aberdeen campus: parking is very limited, and the streets are wickedly metered for 2 hours only. For blue badge holders ONLY there will be  parking space near by the lecture hall. Turn up Regent Walk from King Street. On your left are the playing fields. Go through the gate at the top of the playing field, on your left. You are now parked immediately behind the Elphinstone/Linklater building, so walk around to the loggia on the front. 
Getting to the Lectures.  
a) There is a very pleasant walk through Seaton Park, about 20 minutes. The path takes off from the substation beyond New Carnegie Court, past a notice with ferocious warning about Dangers in the Dark.  Go down the steps and turn right along the track, turning left towards the cathedral when you reach a drinking fountain. Carry straight on, with the cathedral to your left, down the Chanonry, across St Machar Drive, and down the High Street. Just before you reach the chapel on your left, cross the lawn area. Linklater Room is under the loggia beside Elphinstone Hall. The map shows the ‘preferred route’ for unaccompanied girls in the dark. BAA members may find it quicker to walk in a straight line (like everyone else). A Volunteer will be waiting at Reception to guide you along at 11.30 on Saturday morning.
b) There is a regular bus service from the centre of Hillhead campus directly down to the Chapel. Firstbus  No. 20. The bus leaves at -17 and -47 past the hour and takes 9 minutes to Kings College. 
ARRIVING BY CAR

On Saturday morning you should prepare for a bit of a snarl up around Aberdeen Harbour if you are arriving from the south, or at Haudagain Roundabout, if arriving from the north. Hillhead lies on the north side of town, west of A965 King Street, down Don Street which is accessed on a spur off King Street.  An online route planner is available to help you find directions to University sites. You may also wish to check out the Transport direct website which offers a detailed door-to-door route planner. For sat-navs and route finders the Hillhead postcode is AB24 1WU.

ARRIVING BY TRAIN/BUS or COACH
 All these services are linked by the Union Square shopping centre on Guild Street. There are 2 ways to Hillhead:

a) Take a taxi from the railway station, about £25. There is a cab rank in the station. 

b) Walk up to Union St and take No 20 bus, direct to Hillhead. See Route map for location of bus stops. To reach Union St, you can cross Guild Street, and climb the stairs through the Trinity Centre and emerge onto Union St. You need the bus stop on the north side of the road, beside Poundworld, near St Nicholas Kirk. Bus departures from St Nicholas on Saturday are 0851, 0921, and the at -41 and -11 past the hour, journey time about 25 minutes. The ticket is £2.50, and you need to pay the exact fare. 
c) You can get directly to the lecture venue from the Guild St Bus Station, with Stagecoach Bluebird bus number 60, 61, 63, 67 or 68 to the University Road stop, journey time approximately 7 minutes. If you are bringing bags, you will be lumbered with them for the rest of the day unless you go to Hillhead first. 

ARRIVING BY PLANE

We don’t recommend the airport bus. You end up going all the way to the centre of town, changing bus and trekking all the way out again on a different route. Taxis are available at the airport. The journey takes about 25 minutes, c.£15. Camcab are the airport taxi service: 01224 353535.

DEPARTURE

Most people will be leaving on Wednesday afternoon 23 July. You should check out and leave your bags at Hillhead and collect them at the end of the day. Discuss this with reception. You may also bring bags with you to the campus, for a quick getaway at the end, at your own risk. 
Those people already booked on for the Pictish trip on Thursday 24 July  will need to be fully packed up when we leave at 09.00. The minibus will be full of people which does not leave much room for bags, so please take this into consideration before you bring a trunk. The bus will return via Arbroath Station if anyone wants a train, Aberdeen, and will continue right back to Aberdeen Airport for those taking a late plane. Please discuss your departure requirements with Jane Geddes when you get to the conference, before Thursday.
CLOTHING
Be prepared to wear jumpers and anoraks most of the time we are outside- then we might strike lucky and get a beam of sunshine. Wear stout shoes everyday as we shall even be walking a bit in town, over lots of cobbles. Savvy picnic-ers might bring a rug or tarpaulin to sit on at Elgin Cathedral and Huntly Castle. Even a humble bin liner can have many uses on a Scottish picnic, and it’s easier to pack than a rug. In some venues you may wish to sit on the ground when the guide is talking.  Miracle packers are welcome to pop up in a smart gown for our gala dinner at Fyvie Castle on Tuesday 22 July, but you will need to hide it under your barbours and cords all day long. The NTS specification for Fyvie Castle is heels not less than 2cm diameter.  Old ruins are uneven and slippery, so be prepared. Midges tend not to be a serious problem in eastern Scotland.
SMOKING Is not permitted in any indoor area, either in the Halls of Residence or any of the venues. Further restrictions are specified at Hillhead: NO Replica guns, Fan heaters, Laser guns,  Laser pens,  Shisha pipes,  Paintball guns, Air guns,  Sporting knifes,  Swords,  Water pistols/bombs,  Candles, including tea lights. We hope this will not spoil the fun for our regular BAA members.
THE TOURS

What to expect  We will be about 60-70 people travelling in 2 coaches which will depart on Sunday and Tuesday from Hillhead at 0900. Journey times are maximum about 2 hours between venues, with toilets at every stop. At least one bus will have its own loo. We shall picnic at Huntly Castle and Elgin Cathedral, where there are roofed areas in case of downpour. Where necessary, drinks and snacks will be available on the busses, and we shall have tea at Pluscarden Abbey. In town we will explore the small distances around Old Aberdeen on foot and make the slightly longer trek to find supper on the first night by Mounthooly Roundabout (possible to take No 20 bus). 
In response to popular demand, more Pictish art has been included on the main itinerary. Elgin Museum is specially opening for us on Sunday, so we can see the astonishing fragments from Kinneddar, and we’ll also have Pictish sculpture at Monymusk and Elgin Cathedral. Elgin Museum asks for donations from visitors, which were not part of our original budget. You will see why a generous response would be appropriate. All other entry fees are covered. We have most of Sunday morning at Elgin and Matt Woodworth is offering an additional wander up the High St to the Greek Revival St Giles church and medieval town houses. 
On some of the tours, it will be necessary to divide into groups for access. Arrangements for your groups will be made at registration. 
Points of Interest around Old Aberdeen. http://www.aberdeencity.gov.uk/web/files/LocalHistory/old_aberdeen_trail.pdf
This local guide comes highly recommended. It will answer many of your questions about this fascinating locality. Of immediate interest is a short stroll to Brig o’Balgownie. Turn left on Don St, outside the Hillhead campus entrance. The picturesque 18C enclave of Balgownie is just around the corner. At Seaton Park, there was once a fine classical mansion built in 1725 by the Aberdonian James Gibbs, most unusually made of the rare but local Seaton brick. It burned down in 1963 but its walled garden survives near your path to the campus. 
This is a street plan of Aberdeen City centre: http://www.aberdeencity.gov.uk/nmsruntime/saveasdialog.asp?lID=30148&sID=13374
CONTACT NUMBERS
Dynamo Dan, will fix if he can, logistics: Matthew Woodworth 07910 292741

Conference Convenor, Jane Geddes, Office 01224-273784; home: 013398 81345; mobile 07780437717

Payments, Registration and Fees Lizzie Swarbrick: 07986238589
Hillhead Reception: 01224 274000

Taxis: Rainbow, 01224 878787; Central 01224 890089; Camcab airport taxis 01224 353535
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